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ABSTRACT 
There have been few migration studies in China and 
most of them relate to urbanisation and focus on its causes 
and consequences. Migration itself however draws little 
attention and field surveys are particularly scarce. In 
view of the lack of prior examination, this research serves 
as an exploratory study of the migration process of 
industrial labour migrants to Shunde city in the Pearl 
River Delta. Focuses are put on the migrants‘ decision 
making process in the villages and their adjustment process 
in Shunde city. It aims to construct and explain a complete 
migration process of the labour migrants. 
Since 1978r the "Open and Reform" policy has led to 
economic reforms in both rural and urban areas. On the one 
hand, the Agricultural Responsibility System released 
surplus labourers from the rural areas, while on the other 
hand the industrial development attracted them to the urban 
areas. The relaxation of migration controls later in 1984 
and 1985 further permits the rural peasants to work and 
reside temporarily in towns and cities. The number of 
industrial labour migrants has thus been increasing rapidly 
in the Delta. 
In the studyf field surveys were undertaken between 
July and December in 1992. 521 labour migrants working in 
ii 
the factories in Shunde were interviewed with a 
questionnaire containing 74 questions on the migration 
process. 
The interviewed migrants were predominantly young 
adults with low educational attainment. Because of the 
nature of factory work, a good proportion of migrants were 
females. Most migrants moved for economic reasons. The lack 
of employment opportunities and upward social mobility were 
the main factors pushing them to the cities. On the other 
hand, the limited population base in the village became a 
factor pulling people to Shunde. Information about the 
opportunities in Shunde was largely obtained from the 
acquaintances staying outside of the village. During 
arrival, most migrants encountered adjustment problems, 
some of which were solved by the assistance of 
acquaintances in Shunde. Through letters, remittances and 
visits, the migrants maintained strong links with the rural 
community. With regard to the permanent residence, most 
migrants had expected to return to the villages, however 
preferring to stay in Shunde or to move to other cities. 
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This thesis analyses the industrial labour migrants' 
migration processes in the Pearl River Delta in China. 
Micro-analytic approach is employed to study the individual 
migrants in the factories in the place of destination, 
where a complete migration process is reconstructed from 
the migrants' retrospective as well as current information. 
The study focuses on the two main stages of the migration 
process: 1) the migration decision-making process in the 
place of origin, and 2) the adjustment process in the place 
of destination. The economic development and the changes of 
government policies since 1978 are also examined to account 
for this kind of population movement in the Pearl River 
Delta. 
Since the early 1950s, the rates and patterns of 
China's population movement had been governed by the 
explicit government policies of migration control (Kim 
199i), which became relaxed in 1978 as the Chinese 
government adopted the "Open and Reform" policy. The 
economic development since the 1980s has increased 
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employment opportunities, and attracted a large amount of 
rural labourers from the nearby rural areas or even from 
other provinces to the cities and towns in the Pearl River 
Delta (Wu 1989) . The higher mobility of the Chinese 
population consolidates the need for migration studies in 
China, especially when the migrants become "mangliu" 
(vagrant population) in the cities and give rise to many 
serious social problems (Wakabayashi 1990). Nevertheless, 
very little is known about the patterns and processes of 
the recent population movement in China, mainly because of 
the lack of attention from academics and the speed at which 
the territorial and economic reforms in China are 
proceeding. 
Several migration surveys were conducted in the late 
1980s to obtain the information on population movement in 
different parts of China. Survey reports were published 
with data generally including migrant characteristics r 
migratory paths f and reasons for movements.1 Analysis is 
often limited in the reports. Based on these published 
data, a few studies were made to examine some particular 
aspects of the population movements (Ma and Wang 1988, Cai 
1990f S. Goldstein and A. Goldstein 1990). Apparently, the 
limited availability of relevant and detailed information 
from these surveys has prevented scholars from achieving a 
comprehensive and systematic view on the contemporary 
I See also Chapter I: 1.2 Review of Population Mobility 
Research in China. 
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population movements in China. 
In order to fill part of the gap in the literature of 
population movements in China, careful research design with 
field surveys was planned for this study to describe and 
explain the migration process of the industrial labour 
migrants in the Pearl River Delta, employing Shunde city as 
a case study. 
1.2 Review of Population Mobility Research in China 
Although the People's Republic of China has the 
largest population of any nation, it was not until the last 
decade that the publications of official population data 
became available. In 1958, when a period of extreme 
"leftism" started, population studies in China became 
precluded. The study of population was then stagnant for 
the next two decades (Lavely et al. 1990). 
With the adoption of economic pragmatism and 
empiricism in 1978, robust growth of research in China's 
population has been witnessed (Yeung and Zhou 1991). 
However, academic studies focusing on population movements 
are still scarce. Most of the Chinese publications serve 
non-academic educational purposes in support of the family 
policy (Lavely et al. Ibid). Besides, western researchers 
have always been interested in the study of China's 
population policies like the "one-child policy" and so on 
3 
(Yeung and Zhou Ibid). 
Because of the complexity of bureaucracy in China and 
the constraints of limited research experience and 
financial sources, very few field studies have been 
conducted on micro-level migration data. Most of the 
migration studies in China have relied on published 
population statistics issued by the Chinese government 
organisations. However, they seldom provide information on 
migration, especially on those concerning the details of 
the migration process. 
In view of the availability of the literature of 
migration in China, the following sec�ions review the 
recent studies of population mobility and urbanisation 
separately. 
1.2.1 Population Mobility 
Sponsored by the Chinese Academy of Social Science, a 
large-scale survey of migration was carried out in 74 
cities and towns in 1986.2 Questionnaires were designed to 
t ap the information of migrant characteristics and 
migratory paths. The causes and consequences of the 
npvemen�s also formed the core of the survey• The samples 
categorised five classes of people, including permanent 
2 Chinese Academy of Social Science, Population Research 
Institute, ed. 1988. Sampling Survey on Population 
iTgration of 74 Cities in 1986. Beijing: Population 
Research Institute, (in Chinese). 
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residents, in-migrants, return migrants, temporary 
residents and out-migrants. The survey results providtHl 
valuable data for the analysis of th© features, cnimes nnci 
patterns of migration. Based on th© dnta provided by tho 
survey, several studies have been mad© to nnaly»o «omo 
aspects of the recent population mov©mont in Chirm. 
Employing the Markov Chain Modelf Cai (1990) projoctad tho 
provincial population migration and its impacts on tha 
urbanisation level of each province by th© year of 2000. S. 
Goldstein and A. Goldstein (1991), on tho other hnnd, 
formulated a different view. They drow the attention to the 
socio-demographic differences between th© pormnnont and 
temporary migrants in cities and towns. Under th© migration 
controls of the Chinese government f temporary migration whb 
found to complement or even substitute for pormanont 
migration in coping with the rural surplus labourers whilo 
satisfying their strong desire for urban amenitios. 
In 1987 r another field study of migration^ was 
instituted in nine coastal provinces, which is considered 
the most developed region in China. Th© aim of th© study 
was to analyse the development of small cities in relation 
to migration. Four small cities in each of th© coastal 
provinces were selected to conduct about 300 household 
surveys f the results of which were presented by the 
3 The Research Committee, ed. 1989. Dovolopmont of r删 11 
Citv-Towns and Population Migration Along th© ConBtal 
Regions in China. Beijing: China Financial and Economic 
Press, (in Chinese). 
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researchers from different institutions. They generally 
included the migrants‘ characteristics and their reasons 
for the movements. It was concluded that care should be 
given to the development of facilities to cope with the 
increase of migrants in towns and cities. The study also 
concluded that in light of these changes migration controls 
and the household registration system should be reviewed. 
Li (1989) has also conducted a field survey in the 
Pearl River Delta to elicit some aspects of the process of 
labour mobility. With the help of a questionnairer a total 
of 357 in-migrants were questioned in seven small cities 
and towns. Survey findings included the migrant 
characteristics, the migratory paths, and the reasons and 
outcomes of the migration. 
In sumf most population movement studies in China are 
based on the secondary data. Because migration field 
surveys in China are limited, detailed migration 
information is not always available. 
i 1.2.2 Urbanisation and Economic Development 
Regarding the scarcity of migration studies conductedf 
it is worth reviewing the literature of the urbanisation 
and economic development in China as well. Prior to the 
launching of the "Open and Reform" policy in 1978, the 
state controls of population movement had substantially 
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influenced the migration to and urbanisation of cities and 
towns (Ma 1987). The existing literature is thus confined 
to the recent developments since the 1980s and is largely 
based on published demographic data.4 in addition, 
urbanisation has attracted much more attention than 
migration itself. 
Kim <1990) has shown the changes in migration flows 
and patterns, and analysed the underlying forces within 
different time periods since the establishment of the 
People's Republic of China in 1949. Special attention was 
paid to the influences of the governmental policies in the 
geographic distribution of population. It was concluded 
that the household registration system, together with the 
rationing system^ has served as an extremely powerful 
instrument for controlling migration. Other developing 
countries may not have sufficiently strong ideologies and 
、、：Institutions to prevent people from responding to the 
perceived inequalities among different places. A similar 
study was also made by Wakabayashi (1990) • However his 
study paid more attention to problems faced in the major 
cities in China. Chan (1988), in his study of rural-urban 
migration in China, showed the volume of rural-urban 
migration since 1949, and examined the temporal patterns of 
rural-urban migration as well as urbanisation and its 
relation to the economic development during the period. 
4 see~also Chapter � � 1 . 3 Secondary Sources of 
Population Mobility Data. 
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Some other studies made by the social scientists in China 
have concentrated on the impacts of economic development on 
the population movement and urbanisation (Liao and Liao 
1989; Jiang and Li 1989; Tian 1988). 
With reference to the Pearl River Delta, Xu and Hu 
(1988) examined the impacts of the "Open and Reform" policy 
on the growth of cities and towns in the region. In the 
_ s 
study, they concluded that the economic development since 
1978 has increased the large number of agricultural workers 
residing in cities or towns. Moreover, Xu and Huang <1989) 
found that rural urbanisation has been accelerated by the 
rapid development of commodity agriculture, 
industrialisation and tertiary industries in the Delta. 
Economic changes are even greater in the core regions, 
where many industrial towns have emerged and attracted a 
large amount of rural labour migrants. Lo (1989), with the 
aid of locally released data, examined the population 
change and urban development in the region, with special 
reference to the spatial policy implications. He found 
spatial inequity increasing while social development lagged 
behind the needs of the population. 
1.3 Secondary Sources of Population Mobility Data 
Apart from the data acquired from the interviews and 
direct observations in the field surveys in Shunde city, 
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secondary data were gathered from the analysis of existing 
literature, censuses and statistics.5 For instance, the 
census of 1982 yielded valuable demographic data of the 
China's population, although the survey did not include any 
direct question on migration. Attention was drawn to the 
population movements in the one-percent inter-census6 in 
1987 and the census in 1990. These census data provide the 
basic information concerning the trends and patterns of the 
recent population movements in China. 
In addition, some specific migration data were 
obtained from the limited migration surveys conducted by 
the governmental organisations in 1980s. As mentioned, the 
two migration surveys conducted in 1986 and 1987 provide 
important information on the magnitude,7 the causes and 
effects of the population movements in China. The findings 
of these surveys can help to corroborate the field survey 
data collected in this study. 
Furthermore, other specific data of the Pearl River 
Delta and Shunde city are available from the local 
authorities and universities. For instance, the Department 
of Geography of Zhongshan University has completed a 
5 e.g. StateStatistical Bureau, Department of 
Population Census f ed. 1992. China Population Statistical 
Yearbook 1991. Beijing: China Statistical Printing House. 
(in Chinese)• 
6 state Statistical Bureau, Depaartmervt of Population 
Census, ed. 1988. A 1 per cent Sampling Survey of the 
Chinese Population for 1987• Beijing: China Statistical 
Printing House, (in Chinese). 
7 see footnote 3 and 4. 
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systematic research of the economic and urban development 
of ShundeS. It furnishes the background information of 
Shunde city, some of which was obtained directly from the 
governmental and university departments concerned and have 
never been published. 
1.4 Research Aims and Propositions 
With respect to the limited knowledge regarding the 
population migration in China,9 this study aims to describe 
and analyse the migration process of industrial labour 
migrants in the Pearl River Delta, using Shunde city as a 
case study. The migration process, in the study, is divided 
into two main stages: 1) the decision-making process in the 
village, and 2) the adjustment process in the city. 
Grounded on these two stages, six propositions are stated 
for the research in Shunde. 
1. Since the introduction of the agricultural 
responsibility system in 1978 in the rural areas, a large 
percentage of the labour force has been released from 
farming activities• The rural surplus of labourers were 
partly absorbed by the enterprises in towns and cities. 
Among the labour migrants from the rural to urban areas, 
8 Chen, L.f Y.Q. Ni and S.J. Situ, ed. 1990• Research in 
the Planning of Shunde County. Zhongshan University Press, 
(in Chinese). 
9 see Chapter I: 1.2 Review of Population Mobility 
Research in China for details. 
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young females are predominant, mainly because of the nature 
of the factory work and the preferences of the factories. 
2. Decision-making of migration may not be as 
simple as a single consideration of economic need. Given 
the Chinese cultural background, factors like social and 
kinship ties may affect one's decision to move or no� to 
move. The aspiration of upward social mobility and the 
perception of opportunities elsewhere are also taken into 
consideration. 
3. Since mass media is not popular in the remote 
rural areas in China, the village people obtain information 
mainly from friends and relatives who know about employment 
opportunities and living conditions in towns or cities. 
Their decisions to move or not to move largely depend on 
this limited information. 
4. During the migrants' arrival at Shunde city, 
many of them may encounter problems like finding 
accommodation and work. However, most of the problems can 
be solved with the assistance from acquaintances in Shunde. 
5. The migrants may keep a strong tie with the 
village communityf by means of letters, remittances and 
visits. 
6. Under the migration controls of the Chinese 
government, most of the migrants expect to return to the 
villages after a period of time, although they may prefer 
to stay in Shunde or move to the other cities. 
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1.5 Statement of Research Questions 
In order to have a comprehensive view of the migration 
process, seven specific questions are answered in the 
study. 
1. How do people in rural areas become aware of 
opportunities in the city? 
2. What are the main reasons for the migrants to 
leave their villages for the city? 
3. Do the migrants have any specific destination to 
move to when they leave the villages? 
4. How do the migrants adapt to the working and 
living environments when they first get to the city? 
5. Are there any differences between the migrants' 
expectation and actual experience toward the working and 
living environments in the city? 
6. How do migrants maintain contact with the people 
in the villages? 
7. Where do the migrants consider for permanent 
residence in the future? 
1.6 The Concept of Population Mobility 
Numerous terms have been used to describe the 
different types of population movements. Geographers and 
12 
other social scientists have been trying to take a more 
comprehensive view towards the various types of mobility, 
of which commuting, circulation, and migration have 
•received most attention (Standing 1984). 
Commuting refers to daily movement away from and to 
the origin within 2 4 hours (Hugo 1978; Mantra 1978). 
Circulation, to Zelinsky (1971： 226), was "a great variety 
of movementsr usually short-term, repetitive or cyclic in 
nature, but all having in common the lack of any declared 
intention of a permanent or long-lasting change in 
residence". Migration, as stated by Lee <1966: 285), is 
broadly defined as a permanent or semi-permanent change of 
residence. 
Space r time, residence and activities change are 
generally regarded as the four crucial dimensions for the 
classification of population mobility (Standing 1984). 
However, the space-time approach has been used in 
substantial works to define population movements 
(Singhanetra-Renard 1982). For instance, Hugo ( 1978), in 
his study in West Java, set a discrete time frame to define 
the types of movement. Commuting referred to daily movement 
to a city to work or attend an educational institution and 
a return at night. Circulation was considered to involve 
the mover's absence for continuous periods up to six 
months, while migration was movement away from the village 
longer than half a year. Similarly, Mantra (1978), in his 
13 
study in Central Java, considered all types of daily 
mobility as commuting. Circulation referred to movement 
from one night to one year and migration involved 
intentional movement for at least a year. Other than Hugo 
and Mantra f many geographical researches also employed the 
time-space approach to identify the types of population 
movement 
In an attempt to avoid confusion resulting from the 
terms used to interpret different types of movement, many 
general typologies of population mobility have been 
proposed to classify migrants and migrations (e.g. Gould 
and Prothero 1975; Eichenbaum 1975). For instance, Gould 
and Prothero (Ibid.) proposed a schematic typology of 
circulation based on African experiences. It differentiated 
the spatial dimension of recurrent flows into four spatial 
categories of rural and urban places and the temporal into 
daily (commuting), periodic, seasonal (circulation) and 
long term (migration). 
In this study, the movement of the industrial 
labourers from the rural areas to Shunde city was regarded 
as migration, based on the definition that there involves a 
change in residence for three months or more. 
10 e.g. Chiang 1983; Mukherji 1985. 
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1.7 Rural-Urban Migration in China 
1-7.1 Rural-Urban Migration Controls in China 
Starting from the late 1950s, the Chinese government 
has employed various control mechanisms to govern the 
population movements within the country. Among the kinds of 
movement, rural-urban migration has attracted much more 
attention due to its relation to national development. 
Prior to the 1980s, the household registration system 
and the rationing system were the two main instruments used 
for controlling rural-urban migration. Coupled with the 
completion of the collectivisation of agriculture and the 
social transformation of urban economies in 1958, the 
Chinese government created the household registration 
systemr under which every person is entitled to the "urban 
residence" or "rural residence" for his whole life, with 
little opportunity to change the status. The household 
system is further supplemented by the rationing system as 
well as the employment registration system. The three 
systems are closely related to the common intention of 
strictly preventing rural-urban migration. Indeed, it is a 
social system which not only registers the population, but 
also governs population movements (Yan 1990). 
As shown in Figure 1.1, the household registration is 
divided into two categories, non-agricultural and 
15 
agricultural. The actual place of living does not 
necessarily relate to the household registration• In fact, 
the registration system involves status division rather 
than the division of rural and urban population. Privileges 
are given to the non-agricultural population in terms of 
foodstuffs, insurance, employment and welfare in urban 
areas. For example, a person with a non-agricultural 
registration can live in a rural area and engage in an 
agricultural job, or vice versa. Besides, people cannot 
change their agricultural registration unless they (1) 
enter the college in the city, (2) are a child of a 
repatriated soldier, (3) are a member of a farming 
household whose land has been requisitioned, or (4) are a 
child having the right to replace their retired and 
repatriated non-agricultural parents (Yan, 1990). Without 
the non-agricultural status, people are institutionally 
prohibited to migrate from rural to urban areas. 
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Figure 1.1： 
Concepts of Population and Labour Force in China 
Administrative Categorisation Categorisation Interpretation 
Categorisation by Household by Nature of of Basic Concepts 
by City and Registration Work 
Rural Areas (Hukou Zhidu) 
Distinction 
C1: Agricultural Agricultural labourers in 
labourers rural areas 
B1: Agricultural C2: Non-agricultural Non-agricultural 
population labourers labourers employed by 
village and township 
enterprises in rural areas 
A1 � Rural C3: Agricultural Agricultural workers 一 population labourers employed by formerly 
B2: Non- state-run farms 
agricultural 
population C4: Non-agricultural Party and governmental 
labourers agency cadres at the 
village and township 
levels, teachers 
at primary and 
junior high schools; 
Total personnel of postal, 
population banking, and medical 
services 
C5: Agricultural Persons engaged in 
labourers vegetable growing and 
cattle breeding, mainly at 
B3: Agricultural suburbs 
r — population … 
C6: Non-agricultural Employees at village and 
labourers township enterprises and 
in the service sector, and 
A2: City temporary employees In 
population the urban sector 
B4: Non- C7: Non-agricultural Mainly employees in the 
agricultural labourers urban sector 
population 
Source: Yan, S.P. The Movement of Labour in Chinese Rural 
Areas: With a Focus on Developed Regions. The Developing 
Economics 28(4): 524-543. 1990. 
Together with the household registration system, a 
rationing system was implemented in the 1950s to regulate 
the distribution of almost all foodstuffs in the cities and 
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towns (Kim 1990). Peasants were not permitted to sell their 
produce to the urban population even if they had an 
abundant surplus. In the urban areas, only the non-
agricultural population was furnished with coupons for low 
cost foodstuffs. Without access to grains in the urban 
areas, agricultural population had found it almost 
impossible to migrate from the villages to cities. 
1>7.2 Rural-Urban Migration Since 1979 
Tremendous changes have occurred in the Pearl River 
Delta since the Chinese government introduced the 
Agricultural Responsibility System in 1978. It resulted in 
greater efficiency in the agricultural sector and also in 
the release of large quantity of rural labour surplus. In 
order to stabilise the unemployed labourers and cope with 
the high speed of industrial development, the Chinese 
government in the early 1980s promoted the rural industrial 
enterprises in the small towns to absorb the labour surplus 
(Wu 1987) • The form of commuting for work near the villages 
was typical in the beginning of the change in migration 
policy. "Litubulixiang" (Leaving the land without leaving 
the village) is used to describe this movement of labour 
force (Hui 1988) • Through contracts with their rural 
collectives, the rural labourers were hired by county or 
state sector industrial enterprises as temporary workers or 
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contract workers or were in fact employed by the rural 
collectives and assigned to urban employment on a temporary 
basis (Blecher 1990). 
The State Council's decree issued in 1984 further 
permitted the rural labourers to move to designated towns 
to seek employment in the industrial or service sectors, 
provided that they managed to arrange their own 
accommodation and foodstuffs. In 1985, peasants were even 
permitted to be temporary urban residents in the cities and 
towns. Although they are statistically regarded as urban 
populationr their residence is still temporary. This kind 
of labour migration is called in Chinese "Lituyoulixiang" 
(leaving the homeland and the rural area at the same time). 
As shown in Table 1.1, the percentage of the 
population registered households outside the cities and 
counties was extremely low in 1982, compared with those in 
1990. For instance, Dongguan city experienced nearly a 
hundred-fold increase in population registered outside 
(4600 in 1982 and 453202 in 1990) . Regarding the whole 
Pearl River Delta, the figure also increased greatly from 
0.13 to 3.66 million. 
On the other hand, the cities and towns encountered 
problems arising from the vagrant migrants, who are the 
rural labourers originally intending to seek jobs in the 
cities and towns• When the economic activity ebbs, they 
lose their jobs or they cannot find a job and thus become 
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Table 1.1 
Population Registered Outside by Cities and Counties, 
1982 and 1990 
Population 1982 Population 1990 
Cities/ 
Counties Total Reg. Outside (%) Total Reg. Outside (%) 
Guangzhou 3148281 71151 2.3 3935195 1878330 47.7 
Shenzhen 113599 2851 2.5 875115 507048 57.9 
Zhuhai 133208 1505 1.1 334297 134566 40.3 
Foshan 285540 4911 1.7 427397 79565 18.6 
Jiangmen 216097 3328 1.5 294713 22999 7.8 
Dongguan 1022246 4600 0.5 1741724 453202 26.0 
Zhongshan 1156775 7172 0.6 1237429 109023 8.8 
Nanhai 820157 4921 0.6 1024288 123227 12.0 
Baoan 238272 2359 1.0 792245 529204 66.8 
Doumen 240929 6224 2.6 301193 36625 12.2 
Enping 376733 3202 0.9 430123 15983 3.7 
Gaoming 214184 493 0.2 237599 5115 2.8 
Heshan 308364 836 0.3 324482 5432 1.7 
Kaiping 587080 3288 0.6 605565 21850 3.6 
Panyu 670333 2882 0.4 785527 44971 5.7 
Shunde 807860 5251 0.7 965397 76436 7.9 
Taishan 934068 5231 0.6 943851 23177 2.6 
Xinhui 803831 3802 0.5 863008 16027 1.9 
Zengchen 568488 2444 0.4 645471 15808 2.5 
Sub-total 12646045 136451 1.1 16766619 3669159 28.6 
Guangdong 53610930 493220 0.9 62829236 3809678 6.1 
Source: Population Census Department of State Statistical 
Bureau, ed. 1992. China Population Statistical Yearbook 
1991. Beijing: China Statistical Publishing House, (in 
Chinese). 
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vagrant in the urban areas. For example, in 1989, around 
2.5 million people came to Guangzhou city and more than 
2000 squatters slept in front of the train station daily 
(Wakabayashi 1990). They created many social problems 
rather than contributed to economic development (Li and Wu 
1991). 
Since the late 1980s, special decrees have been 
frequently issued to regulate the employment of the 
labourers who are registered outside.n Employers, for 
example, have to prove that they are unable to find 
adequate labour locally, before they employ labour migrants 
from other places. In addition, they have to pay the local 
government many kinds of �ax as subsidies for the provision 
of extra social services and facilities to the migrants. As 
a result, many factory employers prefer not to have their 
labour migrants registered at the local Public Security 
offices. Therefore, the figure of official registration of 
the labour migrants in the cities and towns is generally 
believed to be underestimated in the Pearl River Delta. 
To sum upr the centrally planned policies for rural-
urban migration in China have been relaxed. Due to the 
amendments of the household registration system, people 
registered as agricultural population can now freely move 
to cities or towns, provided that they manage to support 
themselves in their destination. Substantial increases in 
� 1 Editorial Committee of Guangdong Labour, ed. 1990. 
Guangdong Labour. Editorial Committee of Guangdong Labour, 
(in Chinese). 
21 
urban population without local household registration have 




This chapter presents the research methodology of the 
study. The theoretical background is discussed in the first 
section and a schematic representation of the migration 
process in Shunde is also presented. In the next section, 
the survey design and sampling methods are described in 
detail. Emphasis is put on the selection of the study site, 
the construction of the questionnaire, and the sample and 
the sampling methods used in the study. Explanations will 
also be given for the choices of definitions and techniques 
employed in the study. The last section draws attention to 
the experiences of fieldwork in Shunde. Problems 
encountered in the pilot study and the field surveys are 
also highlighted. 
2•1 Theoretical Background 
In this study, Wolpert's behavioural theory (1966) was 
adopted as the framework to analyse the migrants' decision 
to move. In his concept of migration behaviour, migration 
is defined as: 
“••• a form of individual or group adaptation to 
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perceived changes in environment, a recognition of 
marginality with respect to a stationary position, and a 
potential migrant of his present site as opposed to a 
number of other potential sites." 
Migration is thus considered as one of the people's 
reactions to the net utilities they have in a certain 
place• They will satisfy their needs and desires by moving 
to a place of higher utilities. Wolpert defined the concept 
of "place utility" as: 
•‘ the net composite of utilities which are derived 
from the individual 's integration at some position in space 
...place utility iriBy be expressed as a positive and 
negative quantityr expressing respectively the individual 's 
satisfaction or dissatisfaction with respect to that 
place.“ 
Apart from the actual experience of places, 
information of the potential destinations have to be 
obtained from some sources. Informationf however, may be 
imperfect or incomplete. After evaluating the differences 
in the place utility among different places, people may 
choose to stay and adjust to the present environment, or 
move to a place of higher place utility. 
In the second part of this study, Mabogunje‘s systems 
approach to a theory of rural-urban migration (1970) is 
employed as the framework to analyse the labour migrants in 
Shunde city. The rural and urban control sub-systems are 
the two important sub-systems which govern the operation 
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Figure 2.1 
A System Schema for a Theory of Rural-Urban Migration 
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Of the general system and govern the flows of migration in 
t h e s y s t e m (Figure 2.1). in this study, the urban control 
sub-system is used to view the labour migrants in the urban 
area, Shunde city. The urban control sub-system encourages 
or discourages the migrants to be absorbed into the urban 
environment, mainly through the residential and 
occupational factors. The presence of acquaintances may be 
beneficial to the migrants' adjustment process in the city. 
Figure 2.2 shows the schematic representation of the 
labour migrants' migration process to Shunde. The upper 
half of the figure shows how a migrant concludes a decision 
to move or to stay. In the field surveys in Shunde, there 
were some specific questions concerning the retrospective 
information of the process of migration decision making. 
The process of migrants' adaptation to the urban area is 
outlined in the lower half of the figure. 
People may frequently evaluate the positive and 
negative factors of the place they are living in, and 
respond to the stress when their needs are not satisfied. 
The outcome of a migration decision, together with the 
migration intentions, is one of the factors of the stress 
(Wolpert 1966; Hugo 1978). A potential migrant in the rural 
area may perceive the advantages and disadvantages of life 
in his village and in the cities. After obtaining 
information on the potential destinations from some 
sources, he may evaluate whether he should move to the 
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city, or stay where he is and make some adjustments, if he 
decides to move to a city, he will actually experience the 
urban life and adjust to the new environment as necessary. 
The situation of a migrant in the city forms another 
important stage of migration process for the study. Through 
various forms of contact, linkage between the migrant and 
the people in the village develops and serves to maintain 
the migrant's position in the village• It also acts as 
a cushion for him to adjust to the new environment. 
Eventually, he may reconsider the factors in the new 
context for a decision to move or not to move, with the new 
constraints taken into consideration. Under the migration 




A � C h e m a t i c Representation of a Labour Migrant's 
Migration Process to Shunde in the Pearl River Delta. 
^ ^ • , 
Individuals and 




Percexved Life / Migration \ Perceived Life 
Rural Areas V I n t e n t i o n s/ TT K inn \ J Urban Areas I 
Urban— 
r Decision Rural 
Linkage 
- I _ � t 
Stay and Adjust Move 
Rural 
Urban 
Actual Experience • 
^ in Urban Areas ^ 
• ^ Migrants 
in ^ — 
H Adjustment t o ~ � U r b a n A r e a s 
Urban Areas 
i 
一 Urban Control Consideration 
Sub system Future Movement ^ 
28 
2.3 Survey Design and Sampling 
2*3.1 The Sihfi 
Being one of the fastest economically developing 
cities in Guangdong Province, Shunde city is solected for 
the case study. In selecting a single place of destination, 
the "judgment sampling method" was employed. As Bilsborrow 
(1984j 92) has suggested, it was "used for selecting first 
and second stage area sampling units (such as cities and 
villages) intended to be representative of an area". Since 
Shunde city is located in the core of the Pearl River Delta 
area, migrants come not only from areas inside the province 
but also from other provinces along the Bejing-Guangdong 
Railway. 
In Shunde city, qualified labour migrants could be 
randomly chosen and interviewed easily in their places of 
work, so that the cost of the fieldwork was minimized. 
Another advantage for the selection of Shunde relates 
to the objectives of the study. As stated before, the study 
attempts to describe the complete migration process of the 
labour migrants. The migrants in Shunde were able to 
provide the information on the whole process of migration 
which they had already experienced. 
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2*3,2 The Questionnaire 
A questionnaire was specifically designed to obtain 
information from the industrial labour migrants working in 
Shunde city.12 The questionnaire consisted of six sections: 
1) the characteristics of the migrants, 2) the migration 
decision making process, 3) the information on the 
opportunities in the destination, 4) the adjustment process 
in the new environment, 5) the urban-rural linkagef and 6) 
the consideration of future movement for permanent 
residence. 
The first section focused on the demographic and 
socio-economic characteristics of the migrants, Some direct 
questions were asked to obtain the information concerning 
age, sex, marital status, education level, spoken languager 
place of origin, and previous as well as present 
occupation. The principal uses of these basic information 
are to identify different types of migrants and to draw a 
profile of the samples. As for the description of rural-
urban migration in China, these data also revealed the 
selectivity of migrants, with regard to the characteristics 
like age, sex and so on. 
Section two was devoted to the migrants' perception of 
life in the village and in the city. Advantages and 
disadvantages of life were stated in the questions to see 
12" An English summary of the questionnaire is placed in 
the Appendix. 
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h O W t h e migrants perceived life in different environments. 
The perceptions can be considered as the push and pull 
factors for the potential migrants to evaluate whether to 
stay in the village or to move to the city. In some other 
questions, the migrants were specifically asked about the 
reasons why they left the villages and why they had chosen 
Shunde city as the place of destination. Besides, the 
person who made the decision to move is also of importance 
to determine the nature of movement involved. The 
acquisition of information regarding opportunities in the 
Pearl River Delta and Shunde city formulated other specific 
questions to be answered in section three. 
Section four focused on the adjustment process of the 
migrants in Shunde. Aspects like the problems encountered 
and sources of assistance in Shunde were the main concerns 
of this section. Comparisons were made between the 
expectation and reality of life before and after the 
movement• 
Urban and rural linkage constituted the key questions 
in section five. For instance, there were some questions 
asking the forms and the frequency of contact between the 
migrants and the village community. Questions about the 
remittances sent back were also constructed to examine the 
out-migrants' financial commitment to the villages. 
The last section consisted of questions about the 
migrants‘ consideration of further movement for permanent 
31 
residence. In a specific question, the migrants were asked 
to choose a place for permanent residence by their 
preference and actual expectation separately, with and 
without considering the constraints in reality. Comparison 
was made to see whether there was a conflict between where 
people preferred to move and expected to move. 
To sum upf there were totally 74 questions in six 
sections to be answered. Except three questions about the 
migrants' attitudes, all of them were set in close-ended 
form so that the migrants could easily choose the answers 
and thus the interview time could be reduced. However, the 
most important consideration was the migrants' limited 
ability to comprehend and respond to the open-ended 
questions. 
2.2.3 The Sample 
In the study, the labour migrants were defined as 
industrial workers whose residence had been changed to 
Shunde city, for at least three months and for at most five 
years. It is a simple and concrete definition for 
identifying the migrants to be studied. First, all the 
labour migrants of age 16 or above in the selected 
factories were the target population in the survey. The 
second criterion was that they had already changed their 
residence from the rural areas to Shunde city, no matter 
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whether they had altered their permanent household 
registration or not. The minimum time span was set for 
three months because a substantial proportion of the 
migration process related to the adjustment process of 
migrants in the urban environment. A very short period as 
defined in some of the previous studies in developing 
countries may not be appropriate for this study. On the 
other hand, five years was fixed for the maximum time span 
to avoid confusion and unreliability of retrospective 
information collected from those who had migrated too many 
years ago. 
2.2>4 The Sampling Methods 
Migration surveys notoriously encounter many sampling 
problems different from other kinds of social surveys 
(Bilsborrow 1984). In China, it is even more difficult to 
undertake migration field surveys. Firstly, it is not easy 
to find sufficient and up-to-date secondary data to 
construct the sampling frame. The population statistics at 
the local levels are often limited, especially for the data 
of migration. Besides the demographic data, it is also 
difficult to acquire the other basic information on the 
study areas. 
As there was not a complete list of industrial labour 
migrants in Shunde city, it was difficult to approach them 
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in their dwellings. Factories were selected as the area 
frame instead of the sampling frame for selection of 
migrants to be interviewed. It was found that most of the 
industrial labour migrants were employed in the factories 
(Xu and Huang 1989). 
Though being a small-scale study, this can serve as an 
exploratory study. The survey results provided basic but 
more detailed knowledge about the migration process.i3 
Based on the research results, hypotheses for further large 
scale migration studies can be formulated to enhance the 
knowledge of the migration in China. 
In addition to the availability of relevant data, the 
administrative complexity in China always hinders research 
from being carried out easily. A good relationship with 
people in relevant positions has to be established before 
permission can be granted to conduct such research. 
There may also be communication problems between the 
migrants and the interviewers. The migrants' education 
levels are generally low and many never have been 
interviewed by outsiders. Many of them may even suspect the 
interviewers are the government officials who may pose a 
threat to their living in the new environment. 
13 Bilsborrow, R.E.f A.S. Oberai and G. Standing. 1984a. 
Migration Surveys in Low-income Countries: Guidelines for 
Survey and Questionnaire Design. Croom Helm. 
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2.4 Fieldwork in Shunde City 
2.4.1 Pilot Study 
Before the actual field survey, a pilot study was 
carried out in Shunde in May 1992. The first aim of the 
pilot study was to test the questionnaire so that problems 
arising from the questions could be eliminated for a 
modified questionnaire used in the field survey. Secondlyf 
it was hoped that the interview length and procedure could 
be identified in order to plan the required manpower and 
time to finish the fieldwork according to schedule. 
In the pilot study, thirty labour migrants were 
interviewed. As expected, the migrants tended to be 
sensitive to the way of interview by outsiders with whom 
they were not familiar. Most of the migrants had never been 
questioned for any academic research. The interviewing time 
of a questionnaire was quite lengthy and it took about 
twenty to thirty minutes to complete. Since their salaries 
were usually figured at a piece rate, it was unpopular to 
disturb the migrants during the working period. It was then 
decided to conduct the interviews during the lunch hour so 
that trouble caused to the migrants and the factories could 
be minimized. 
Other problems came from the wordings used in the 
questionnaire even though written in the manner of spoken 
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Chinese. There appeared deviations from the natural daily 
language used in mainland China. In the pilot study, the 
labour migrants were uncertain about the exact meanings of 
•some questions and felt reluctant to answer. 
Modifications of the questionnaire had been made 
before the field survey, which started later in July 1992. 
In addition to the wordings, some questions were rewritten 
and a few new questions were added to the final 
questionnaire, which had a total of 7 4 questions grouped 
into six sections respectively, 
2.4,2 Fieldwork in Shunde City 
Prior to the field survey, several visits to Shunde 
were made to contact the owners and managers of the 
selected factories. In the meeting, interview procedures 
and matters related to the research were discussed. In 
addition, the labour migrants' working and living 
environments in different types of factories were 
introduced. Their perception towards migrants from 
different places of origin and provinces were also noted. 
During the visits in Shunde, staying close to the 
living places of the labour migrants enhanced the 
understanding of their work as well as living conditions by 
direct observations. They normally lived in the dormitories 
provided by the factories r at a very low cost subsidised by 
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the factories. However, the living conditions were 
generally poor and they had to share congested rooms with 
many migrant workers. A few large factories provided some 
•leisure facilities in the common rooms for the migrants' 
use. On the other hand, those who lived in the privately 
rented apartments tended to live close to the factories, 
within walking distance to minimise the time and money 
spent in travelling. 
The life was a routine one. The migrants usually had 
to work for ten to twelve hours a day and six or even seven 
days a week. Some of them preferred to work harder in order 
to gain the most during their stay in Shunde. Besidest when 
the factories were rushing to meet deadlines of the orders, 
they had to work overtime as requested, lest they be 
condemned and lose their jobs. From Monday to Saturday or 
even Sunday, they got up early in the mornings and started 
working until lunch hour. Most of the labour migrants had 
the lunch in the canteens operated and subsidised by the 
factories. By night, they usually stayed in the 
dormitories, chatting, watching television, writing letters 
homef or just washing up and preparing to sleep. With the 
exception of the large factories operated by the foreign 
companies, most factories did not provide the migrants with 
leisure facilities. Going out would cost too much to the 
migrants. Some migrants stated that they would only go 
shopping in the market on Sundays and holidays. 
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Apart from the direct observations of the working and 
living conditions, talking with the migrants, managerial 
staff and local people have given a more complete picture 
•about the labour migrants' life in Shunde. The information 
not only helped to avoid bias in the selection of factories 
to conduct the interviews, but also justified the 
reliability of the data collected in the field surveys. 
Table 2.1 
Major Chinese Festivals of the Year 1992 
Festivals Month 
Chinese New Year February 
Ching Ming April 
Dragon Boat Festival June 
Mid-autumn Festival September 
Source: Selected from the Calender 
The fieldwork was started in July 1992 in order to 
avoid the holidays of the traditional festivals, when many 
migrants returned to the villages to gather with their 
family, relatives and friends. Table 2.1 shows the major 
festivals in China thorough the year of 1992. As stated, 
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conducting the research during the period between July and 
December may avoid the holidays of the factories. Among the 
various festivals, most labour migrants returned home 
'during the Chinese New Year. 
Table 2.2 
Summary of Labour Migrants Interviewed 
Migrants Interviewed Successful Completion 
Number Percentage Number Percentage 
Male 167 28.4 146 28.0 
Female 422 71.6 375 72.0 
Total 589 521 
Source: Shunde Survey 
During the six month f ieldwork in Shunde, 589 
industrial labour migrants were interviewed with the 
questionnaire. They were usually conducted in the daytime 
when the migrants were working in the factories. 
Table 2.2 shows the summary of labour migrants 
interviewed in the field surveys. There were totally 167 
male and 422 female migrants. After checking the completed 
questionnaires, 68 of them had some main questions unfilled 
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or filled with contradictory answers among related 
questions. As a result, the surveys results presented in 
the study only included 521 valid interviews. 
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CHAPTER III 
The PEARL RIVER DELTA AND SHUNDE CITY 
3.1 The Pearl River Delta 
The Pearl River Delta is situated in the south of 
Guangdong Province (Figure 3.1). Geographically, the delta 
has a total area of 8601.1 Km21 covering areas along the Xi 
Jiang, Bei Jiang, Dong Jiang, Zeng Jiang, Tan Jiang, Liu Xi 
He and their tributaries (Liu and Wei, 1988)• 
The delta enjoys sub-tropical climate in southern 
China, with an average annual temperature of 20-22°C. Even 
in the coldest months, the temperature still remains at 
13 °C or higher. Due to its coastal location, rainfall is 
abundant, with about 80 percent coming in the summer 
months. Together with the fertile alluvial soil, the 
climate of the delta furnishes farms capable of double or 
triple cropping• 
In most studies f the boundary of the Pearl River Delta 
was generally defined according to the official designation 
as the "Open Economic Zone" (OEZ) in 1985. Under this 
definition, the Delta contains four cities (Foshan, 
Jiangmen, Zhongshan and Dongguan) and twelve counties 
(Nanhai, Xinhui, Shunde, Gaoming, Taishan, Xinhui, 
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Doumen, Panyu, Baoan, Kaiping, Heshan and Enping). As the 
OEZ was primarily designated for promoting foreign 
investment, the coastal open city, Guangzhou, and the two 
Special Economic Zones, Shenzhen and Zhuhai, were excluded 
from the Zone.14 m 1987, the boundary of the OEZ was 
further extended to cover the other more remote and less 
developed cities and counties. The zone now comprises seven 
cities and twenty-one counties. 
Since the study focuses on the rural-urban migration 
resulting from the economic and industrial development in 
the Delta, it is more appropriate to define the boundary 
according to the the economic situations as well as the 
physical locations of different cities and counties. The 
first authorised Open Economic Zone in 1985 obviously forms 
the core of more developed region in the province, that is 
also regarded by most labour migrants as the best 
destination to move to. On the other hand, Guangzhou, 
Shenzhen and Zhuhai have also experienced a high level of 
economic development since 1979. With regard to the 
physical boundary, these three cities especially contribute 
to the completeness of the Delta region. Therefore, in the 
study, the Delta is defined to contain seven cities” and 
14 These three cities had already been designated to 
attract foreign investment under different favourable terms 
and policies. • 
15 They are Guangzhou, Shenzhen, Zhuhai, Foshan, 
Jiangmen, Zhongshan and Dongguan. 
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the twelve counties16, containing 16.8 million people and 
covering an area of 24500 Km2 (Table 3.1). During 1992 , 
Nanhai, Panyu, Shunde, Taishan, and Xinhui counties were 
promoted to cities for their high level of urban and 
economic development. However, as there have not been 
published statistics for these newly established cities, 
the data used in the study are confined to the years when 
they were still counties. 
The Delta is one of the most densely populated and 
most urbanised areas in China. In 1990 it recorded a 
population of 16.8 million and comprised 27 percent of the 
total population in the Guangdong Province (China 
Population Statistical Yearbook 1991, 1992 ) . However, its 
area constituted only 14 percent of the total area in 
Guangdong (Administrative Atlas of Guangdong Province, 
1992). Table 3.1 shows the population by cities, towns and 
villages in the Delta in 1990. Due to the definition of the 
boundary, only city population of the seven cities are 
counted in the table. Guangzhou, being the provincial 
capital in Guangdong, had about 4 million population, while 
Zhongshan, Dongguan and Nanhai also contained over a 
million population. The other two fast growing counties, 
Shunde and Taishan, had nearly a million population. 
Compared with 1982, the population of the Delta jumped from 
12.6 to 16.8 million, which constituted a 33 percent 
16 They include Nanhai, Xinhui, Shunde, Gaoming, Taishan, Xinhui, Doumen, Panyu, Baoan, Kaiping, Heshan and Enping. 
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Table 3.1 
Population and Area of Pearl River Delta 
by Cities, Towns and Villages, 1990 
Cities/ Total City Town Village Area 
Counties Population Population Population Population Km2 
Guangzhou 3935195 3935195 1444 
Shenzhen 875115 875115 328 
Zhuhai 334297 334297 653 
Foshan 429397 429397 7 7 
Jiangmen 294713 294713 1 2 7 
Dongguan 1741724 1741724 2465 
Zhongshan 1237429 1237429 1 6 8 3 
Nanhai 1024288 172550 851738 1151 
Panyu 785527 166791 618736 1314 
Shunde 965397 245040 720357 802 
Taishan 943851 168628 775223 3201 
Xinhui 863008 189302 673706 1679 
Baoan 792245 206446 585798 1692 
Doumen 301193 55204 245989 928 
Enping 430123 107570 322553 1703 
Gaoming 237599 ^6466 181133 955 
Keshan 324482 55533 268949 1108 
Kaiping 605565 129557 476008 1520 
Zengchen 645471 110659 534812 1741 
Total 16766619 8847870 1663746 6255002 24571 
Guangdong 62829236 15638878 7465027 39725331 179770 
Source- 1. Population: Population Census Department of 
State • Statistical Bureau. ed. 1992. China Population 
Statistical Yearbook 1991. Beijing: China Statistical 
Publishing House. (in Chinese). 2. Area: Guangdong 
Cartographic Publishing House and ^  G u a ^ d o n 9 
Administrative Organ. 1992. ed. Administrative Atlas of 
Guangdong Province. Guangzhou: Guangdong Cartographxc 
Publishing House, (in Chinese). 
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Table 3.2 
Population by Cities and Counties, 1982 and 1990 
Cities/ Population Population Percentage 
Counties 1982 1990 Increase 
Guangzhou 3148281 3935195 25.0 
Shenzhen 113599 875115 670.4 
Zhuhai 133208 334297 151.0 
Foshan 285540 427397 150.0 
Jiangmen 216097 294713 36.4 
Dongguan 1022246 1741724 70.4 
Zhongshan 1156775 1237429 7.0 
Nanhai 820157 1024288 24.9 
Panyu 670333 785527 17.2 
Shunde 807860 965397 19.5 
Taishan 934068 943851 1.0 
Xinhui 803831 863008 7.4 
Baoan 238272 792245 232.5 
Doumen 240929 301193 25.0 
Enping 376733 430123 14.2 
Gaoming 214184 237599 10.9 
Heshan 308364 324482 5.2 
Kaiping 587080 605565 3.1 
Zengchen 568488 645471 13.5 
PRD total 12646045 16766619 32.6 
Guangdong 53610930 62829236 17.2 
Source: Population Census Department of State Statistical 
Bureau, ed. 1992. China Population Statistical Yearbook 
1991. Beijing: China Statistical Publishing House, (in 
Chinese). 
46 
increase during the period (Table 3.2). 
3.2 Shunde City 
Shunde city is located in the centre of the Pearl 
River Delta, covering an area of 802 Km2 (Figure 3.2). In 
the 1990 census, Shunde reached a population of nearly a 
Figure 3.2 
Map of Shunde City 
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Table 3.3 
Population in Shunde 1990 
Population 
Town Agricultural Non- Total Area 
agricultural Km2 
Daliang 49970 74370 124340 74 
Rongqi 5000 44940 49940 12 
Guizhou 54820 30220 85040 74 
Chencun 40590 23500 64090 51 
Longjiang 69050 12940 81990 27 
Beidou 65150 15670 80820 91 
Xingtan 3130 8390 11520 120 
Leliu 81450 18320 99770 91 
Lecong 66550 12990 79540 72 
Junan 69020 7260 76280 78 
Lunjiao 41960 19140 61100 58 
Source: Guangdong Cartographic Publishing House and 
Guangdong Civic Administrative Organ. 1992 ed. 
Administrative Atlas of Guangdong Province. Guangzhou: 
Guangdong Cartographic Publishing House, (in Chinese). 
Shunde was originally a county set up in 1452 and was 
upgraded recently to be a city in April 1992 .17 There are 
now eleven towns in Shunde. The agricultural and non-
17 Guangdong Cartographic Publishing House and Guangdong 
Civic Administrative Organ. 1992. ed. Administrative Atlas 
of Guangdong Province. Guangzhou: Guangdong Cartographic 
Publishing House, (in Chinese). 
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agricultural population are shown in Table 3.4, in which 
village population is included in the towns where those 
villages are located. Because of the disparities in the 
level of development, the proportions of agricultural and 
non-agricultural population vary greatly among the eleven 
towns. For instance, Rongqi, being one of the more 
developed towns, had an overwhelming proportion of non-
agricultural population engaging in industrial activities 
(Chen 1990). 
Geographically, Shunde city is a plain of low relief, 
except the low hills in southern and western parts. It 
enjoys a subtropical warm climate, an annual average 
temperature of 22°C with an average temperature of 13°C in 
January and 29°C in July. Furthermore, the rainfall is also 
abundant (1600-1700mm annually). Together with the fertile 
soil, the climate of Shunde provides a good environment for 
agricultural production. 
In Shunde, agriculture has long been an important 
economic activity. Although rice is Shunde's primary 
produce, it also produces silk and is China's largest 
producer of pond fish. In addition, sugar cane and market 
gardening are also of importance in the commercial 
agricultural production. 
Since 1978, the "Open and Reform" policy has hastened 
the industrial development in Shunde city. Rural 
18 Guangdong Cartographic Publishing House, ed. 1992. 
Atlas of Guangdong Province. Cartographic Publishing House 
of Guangdong Province, (in Chinese). 
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industrialisation (village and town industrial enterprises) 
has been widely established and was proven successful 
(Vogel 1992). With the introduction of foreign investment 
and technology,19 industries in Shunde now concentrate on 
more than twenty diverse industrial products like the 
electronics, machinery f textiles, plastics products, 
clothing and so on.20 Electric fans and refrigerators are 
two of the famous industrial products which constitute a 
significant share of interior consumption and export to 
other countries• 
In 1990, the total value of production in Shunde was 
about 6.7 billion Renminbi, of which 6.2 billion was from 
the industrial activities. Because of its economic 
prosperityr Shunde is regarded as one of the "Four Little 
Tigers in Guangdong Province" .21 
19 Hong Kong has been one of the main sources. 
20 state Reform Council and State Science Development 
Centre, ed. 1990. Statistics of Some Focused Counties. 
Beijing: State Reform Council, (in Chinese). 




THE DECISION TO MOVE 
This chapter presents and discusses the survey results 
concerning the industrial labour migrants' decision to 
leave the village and move to Shunde city. More precisely, 
the results consist of the migrants‘ characteristics, 
perception of life in the village and city, stated reasons 
for the movement, migration decision making, and sources of 
information. 
4.1 The Characteristics of Labour Migrants 
4,1.1 Age and Sex 
In the study, the labour migrants tended to belong to 
the same sex and age groups. A large proportion of them 
were females working in the factories. As shown in Table 
4. 1, 375 out of 521 migrants (72 percent) were females 
while only 146 were males (28 percent). The predominance of 
female migrants may be due to � h e repetitive nature of 
factory production line, which men may find very boring 
after a prolonged period. In addition, the factory 
employers generally prefer female workers who are believed 
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to be more patient and obedient (S. Goldstein and A. 
Goldstein 1991). 
Table 4.1 
Age and Sex Structure of Labour Migrants in Shunde 
Age (in years) Male Female 
Number Percentage Number Percentage 
15-19 16 11.0 92 24.5 
20-24 82 56.2 203 54.1 
25-29 15 10.3 57 15.2 
30-34 21 14.4 6 1.6 
35-39 7 4.8 2 0.5 
40-44 1 0.7 3 0.8 
45-49 2 1.4 2 0.5 
50-54 0 0.0 3 0.8 
55-59 1 0.7 5 1.3 
60 and over 1 0.7 2 0.5 
Total 146 375 
Source: Shunde Survey 
A good proportion of migrants interviewed were young 
and had the age of 24 or below (67 percent for males and 79 
percent for females). Males were generally older and had a 
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higher average age than females. Although more than half of 
the males were between the age of 20 and 24, there were 
nearly a quarter (33 out of 146) aged 30 or above. 
On the other hand, most of the females were young 
adults. As shown, more than half of the them (203 out of 
375) were between the age of 20 and 24. The other two age 
groups (15-19 and 25-29) contributed to the second large 
proportion (40 percent). Only 23 out of 375 female migrants 
(6 percent) were aged 30 or above. In totalr 94 percent of 
the female migrants (352 out of 375) were aged 29 or below. 
The fact that young adults (15-29) predominate in the 
rural-urban migrants is obvious in many migration studies 
of the developing countries (Oberai 1984). It is generally 
believed that the older adults find it more difficult to 
adapt to a new environment and start a new life. In 
addition, the older adults get used to the farm work and 
tend to be content with life in the village, as compared to 
the youngsters who prefer different lifestyles and want to 
gain personal advancement in the city (Caldwell 1969). 
Besides the personal characteristics, young adults can 
find jobs easier than the middle-aged or the old-aged 
because they can work much faster and adapt easily to new 
working procedures. These abilities particularly suit the 
basic requirements of the labour intensive industries, to 
which most factories in the Pearl River Delta belong (Li et 
al. 1990). Labour being one of the principal factors of 
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production, the productivity of the labourers becomes the 
main concern of the factory employers. 
4�> 1.2 Marital Status and Number of Children of Migrants 
As discussed in the previous section, most labour 
migrants were between 15 and 24. Table 4.2 shows that about 
three quarters (385 out of 521) of the migrants were 
unmarried and a quarter were married. The number of 
migrants who were divorced (5) and widowed (2) was 
relatively small with regard to the number of total 
sampled. The low rate of married migrants may be due to the 
family ties which prevent them from moving away from the 
family in the place of origin (Feng et al. 1989). When they 
are married with children, it is almost impossible for the 
labour migrants to move with their family. Renting an 
apartment to house the whole family may cost more than what 
a factory worker can earn for the whole month. 
Among the 129 married migrants, more than a half had 
no child and about a quarter (28 percent) had only one. 
Relatively less married migrants had two (15 percent) and 
only 5 percent had three or more children. The "One Child 
Policy"22 in China, which governs the number of births in a 
nuclear family, may limit the number of children that the 
married migrants have (Jowett 1990). 
22 The National People's Congress of the PRC, put forward 
the policy of "one couple, one child" in 1979. 
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Table 4.2 
Marital Status of Migrants 
Marital Status Number of Migrants Percentage 
Single 385 73.9 
Married 129 24.8 
Divorced 5 1•0 
Widowed 2 0.4 
Total 521 
Source: Shunde Survey 
Table 4.3 
Number of Children of Married Migrants 
Children Number of Migrants Percentage 
„ 67 51.9 Zero ° ‘ 
^ 36 27.9 One 00 
rrw 19 14.7 Two � -
mv, 3 2.3 Three J 
Three and more 4 
Total 1 2 9 
Source: Shunde Survey 
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4.1.3 Education level Attained 
Table 4.4 shows the level of education attained by the 
labour migrants. The average education level was low among 
the migrants • The factory work in the towns may not be 
attractive enough to those with a higher education level, 
who may be able to move to the larger cities and seek 
better jobs for higher income (Ma and Li et al. 1989). 
However, the majority of the migrants had at least a 
primary education, and the percentage of illiteracy was 
rather low (3 percent for both males and females) . The 
general education level of the males was higher than that 
of the females. About a quarter of male migrants had 
studied senior secondary education or higher. The largest 
proportion (58 percent) had junior secondary education and 
about 15 percent only attained a primary education. Of the 
females, a large proportion had only studied primary (31 
percent) and junior secondary education (62 percent). 
Surprisingly, only 4 percent of the females had senior 
secondary education and no one had studied post secondary 
education. In China, the differences in educational 
attainments between males and females prevails and males 
are traditionally encouraged to study more than females. In 
� h e rural areas, girls start to help with the family and 
farm work at an early age. Many parents believe that the 
girls will stop helping the family and leave the household 
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when they get married (Li 1989). 
Table 4.4 
Educational Level Attained by Migrants 
Education Level Male Female 
Number % Number % 
Illiterate/ 
Semi-illiterate 5 2.6 11 2.9 
Primary 21 14.4 115 30.7 
Junior Secondary 84 57.5 234 62.4 
Senior Secondary 34 23.3 15 4.0 
Post Secondary 2 1.4 0 0.0 
Total 146 375 
Source: Shunde Survey 
4.1.4 Occupation in the Place of Origin 
• As shown in Table 4.5, more than a half of the labour 
migrants (294 out of 521) had been engaged in farm work 
before they moved to Shunde. A smaller proportion (13 
percent) of migrants reported that they were workers. 
Housewives and students made up 12 percent and unemployed 
people also made up 12 percent. Very few of them were 
previously employed as governmental (16), technical (12) 
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Table 4.5 
Occupations Before Moving 
Occupation Number Percentage 
Farmer 294 56.4 
Factory Worker 68 13.1 
Government Official 16 3.1 
Technician 12 2.3 
Managerial Staff 7 1.3 
Housewife and Student 63 12.1 
Unemployed 61 11.7 
Total 521 
Source: Shunde Survey 
4.1,5 Place of Origin 
About half of the labour migrants came from other 
areas within Guangdong Province (254 out of 521), while 
the other half came the other provinces (267 out of 521). 
Table 4.6 shows the details of their places of origin. Of 
the Guangdong migrants, a large proportion (43 percent) 
came from the rural areas of the poorer cities and counties 
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outside the Pearl River Delta, compared with 6 percent of 
migrants from the rural areas in Shunde. Outside of 
Guangdong, Guangxi (19 percent), Hunan (15 percent), 
Sichuan (6 percent) and Jiangxi (5 percent) were the 
provinces from which most migrants moved. They are all less 
developed provinces close to Guangdong. Owing to the 
proximity, the opportunities of employment and higher 
income attracted many rural peasants from these provinces, 
employed or unemployed, to seek work in the Pearl River 
Delta. 
Table 4.6 
Places of Origin 
Place of Origin Number Percentage 
Guangdong 224 43.0 
Shunde 30 5.8 
Guangxi 97 18.6 
Hunan 76 14•6 
Sichuan 31 5 • ^  
Jiangxi 28 5.3 
Others 35 6-7 
Total 5 2 1 
Source: Shunde Survey 
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4.1.6 Dialects Used in Place of Origin 
People in Guangdong usually speak Cantonese as their 
dialect. Additionally, "Putonghua" (Mandarin) is the most 
common dialect used in China, although minor deviations 
from the standard pronunciation are always found in 
different provinces. In the study, they only stated the one 
they used most frequently in the place of origin. 
Table 4.7 
Dialect In Place of Origin 
Dialect Number Percentage 
Cantonese 274 52.6 
Putonghua (Mandarin) 235 45.1 
Others 12 2.3 
Total 521 
Source: Shunde Survey 
Table 4.7 shows that relatively more migrants spoke 
Cantonese (274 out of 521) than Putonghua (235 out of 521). 
People in Guangdong and Guangx� usually can understand and 
speak some Putonghua, whereas most people speaking 
Putonghua find Cantonese very difficult to understand and 
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learn. The use of different dialects gives rise to 
communication problems between the migrants and the local 
people. Conflicts may sometimes be fomented by 
inisunderstandings in conversation. 
4.1.7 Length of Residence in Shunde 
Table 4.8 shows the labour migrants' length of 
residence in Shunde.23 Most of the migrants had stayed in 
Shunde for 1 year (25 percent) or 2 years (40 percent) 
during the surveys. A smaller proportion of migrants 
arrived there for less than one year (15 percent) and 3 
years (15 percent). Even fewer of them had stayed for four 
years or longer (5 percent). The tendency towards a shorter 
length of residence was due to the late industrial 
development in the 1980s. Many migrants came in the recent 
years when the factory work became available. In addition, 
some migrants may have returned to the villages after they 
had worked long and saved up enough money to be satisfied 
back in their respective places of origin. 
23 The results are presented in full years. For example, 
migrants having stayed for 1 year and a half were grouped 
into the category of 1 year length of residence. 
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Table 4.8 
Length of Residence in Shunde 
•Length Number Percentage 
Less than 1 year 79 15.2 
1 year 128 24.6 
2 years 209 40.1 
3 years 77 14.8 
4 years or more 28 5.4 
Total 521 
Source: Shunde Survey 
4.2 Perceived Life in the Village and City 
4.2.1 Perceived Advantages and Disadvantages of Life 
in the Village 
In the studyA the labour migrants were asked to answer 
questions concerning the perceived advantages and 
disadvantages of life in the village and city respectively. 
The advantages and disadvantages were regarded as the 
"push" and "pull" factors in the place of origin and 
destination. Lee (1969) introduced the concept of positive 
and negative factors in different places. Negative factors 
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push people to move away, while positive factors pull them 
to a certain place. In addition to the intervening 
obstacles and personal factors, the differences of positive 
and negative factors in places influence one's choice of 
destination. 
In the case of China, the advantages and disadvantages 
of life in the village and city act as the push factors and 
pull factors in the places of origin and in Shunde. In the 
village, the people can stay with family, relatives and 
friends. Assistance can easily be found with for the 
presence of a lot of acquaintances in the same village. 
Compared to that of the city, the cost of living in the 
village is relatively low. The food can be grown from their 
own farm and a basic standard of living does not cost much. 
The village people can also enjoy the comfortable way of 
life, which is much less tense than that of the city. Even 
during the daytime, people can play games or chat with each 
other in a leisurely way.24 
As shown in Table 4.9, almost all the migrants agreed 
that staying with family and friends was an advantage of 
living in the village (95 percent).25 Getting help easily 
(79 percent) and enjoying comfortable way of life (74 
24 in the Chinese society, "Mahjong" and some Chinese 
card games like "Shiwuhu" are very popular. People may 
gamble in these games and play for a prolonged period each 
time. 
25 A s in the following tables, migrants were allowed to choose more than one answers in some questions, which 
resulted in a total number of responses larger than 521. 
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percent) also stood high in the proportion of agreement by 
the labour migrants. However, a smaller percentage of 
migrants considered the low cost of living as an advantage 
"of life in the village (63 percent). 
Table 4.9 
Advantages and Disadvantages of Life in the Village 
Life in the Village Agree Disagree 
No. % No. % 
Advantages 
Staying with family and friends 493 94.6 28 5.4 
Easier to get help 411 78.9 110 21.1 
Low cost of living 329 63.1 192 36.9 
Comfortable way of life 384 73.7 137 26.3 
Total 1617 467 
Disadvantages 
Lack of job 358 68.7 163 31.3 
Low income 300 57.6 221 42.4 
Lack of upward social mobility 466 89.4 55 10.6 
Lack of & entertainments 301 57.8 220 42.2 
Hardship of farm work 317 60.8 204 39.2 
Total 1V42 863 
Source: Shunde Survey 
Regarding the disadvantages, most migrants thought 
�hat upward social mobility (89 percent) was limited in the 
village. When the youngsters get to know the changing world 
64 
outside the village, many of them may not be content with 
the traditional way of living. Lack of employment was a 
"push" factor for 69% of the migrants while low income 
pushed 58 percent towards the city. These two factors may 
not be considered as important as the lack of upward social 
mobility since the migrants could still participate in the 
family's farm work and make a living in the village. 
However, many migrants agreed with the view that the farm 
work was strenuous (61 percent). Besides, more than a half 
(58 percent) thought there was a lack of entertainment in 
the village. Life in the village is a routine one. People 
go to work in the farm or just work at home for a prolonged 
period every day. Some may enjoy the slow pace of life, but 
it is quite boring for the young adults, especially when 
the urban lifestyle has been flouted in the village. As 
found among the labour migrants in Shunde, the majority 
were young adults aged between 15 and 29. 
4.2.2 Perceived Advantages and Disadvantages of Life 
in the City 
When asked about the perceived life in the city, only 
three out of 521 respondents reported that they had no 
knowledge of life in the city when they left the village. 
For the other labour migrants, the upward social mobility 
and the opportunity of employment were regarded as the main 
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attractions of city. A large proportion of migrants (84 
percent) considered the chance for upward social mobility 
as the most favourable factor in the city. Factors related 
to the availability of more employment opportunities (389 
out of 518) and higher income (354 out of 518) were also 
regarded as the advantages of life in the city. Besides, 
the "bright city lights" played a significant role in 
attracting the migrants from the villages. Sixty-one 
percent of the respondents reported that the availability 
of more entertainment was an advantage of life in the city. 
This figure was consistent with most of the findings from 
rural-urban migration studies in developing countries (e.g. 
Caldwell 1969, Hugo 1978) 
Considering the disadvantages of the city, more than 
half of the labour migrants did not think the cost of 
living was prohibitively high (58 percent). Similarly, many 
did not think that the separation from the family would 
cause a problem (53 percent). However, relatively more 
labour migrants worried about the difficulty in getting a 
job in the city (47 percent) . As many migrants were 
formerly farmers and unskilled workers in the villages, 
they may fear that they would not be employed by the 
industrial factories. From the migrants' point of view, the 
large amount of social problems was regarded as the most 
unfavourable factor of urban residence (64 percent of 
agreement)• 
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The migrants' perception of life in the village and 
city has helped to reveal the positive and negative factors 
in the rural and urban areas in China, although the 
migrants' reasons for the movement were explicitly stated 
in the other questions. 
Table 4.10 
Advantages and Disadvantages of Life in the City 
Life in the City Agree Disagree 
No. % No. % 
Advantages 
More Employment Opportunities 389 75.1 129 24.9 
Higher Wage Income 354 68.3 164 31.7 
Chance for Personal Advancement 433 83.6 85 16.4 
More Entertainments 316 61.0 202 39.0 
Total 1492 580 
Disadvantages 
Difficult in Getting Work 277 53.5 241 46.5 
High Cost of Living 219 42.2 299 57.7 
Distance from Family 24 6 47.5 272 52.5 
Many Social Problems 329 63.5 189 36.5 
Total 1071 1001 
No Knowledge of Urban Life 3 
Source: Shunde Survey 
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4.3 Reasons for Migration 
4.3.1 Stated Reasons for Leaving the Village 
In the questionnaire, there were questions concerning 
their reasons for leaving the village and moving to Shunde. 
It was found that the reasons were primarily related to the 
economic motivations. The survey results were consistent 
with the migrants' perceived life in the village. The lack 
of upward social mobility in the village was a significant 
factor for the movement (86 percent). The economic 
prosperity in the cities and towns in the Delta have 
changed the village people's traditional commitment to the 
farm. The young adults become aware of the opportunities in 
the urban areas and desire experience and a higher standard 
of living. As seen in the table below, nearly forty percent 
of the respondents reported that they wanted to further 
education or to gain experience in the city. Besides, many 
migrants left the village because of low income (42 
percent) and limited employment opportunities (48 percent). 
The introduction of "Agricultural Responsibility System" in 
1979 released much rural labour from the land.26 with the 
fulfilment of a quota set by the government, the farmers 
26 Leemingf F. and S. Powell. 1990. Rural China: Old 
Problems and New Solutions. In The Geography of 
Contemporary China: The Impact of Deng Xiaoping's Decade. 
ed. Cannon, T. and A. Jenkins, 133-159, London: Routledge. 
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can participate in activities other than the farm work. 
Many farm households thus let some of their members go to 
work in towns and cities. In Guangdong, labour migrants 
from the other poor rural areas are hired to substitute for 
the local people who have moved away in search of higher 
pay. 
Table 4.11 
Major Reasons for Leaving the Place of Origin 
Reason Number Percentage 
Lack of Personal Advancement 447 85.8 
Lack of Employment Opportunity 248 47.6 
Low Income 219 42.0 
To Further Education/ 197 37.8 
To Extend Experience 
Job Transfer 39 7.5 
As a Dependent 33 6.3 
Want to Change to Urban Household 21 4.0 
Others 58 11.1 
Total 1262 
Source: Shunde Survey 
A few migrants moved for reasons other than economic 
ones. Some followed others who had moved (6 percent). They 
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may be the wives or children of a migrant worker. This type 
of movement was lower compared to most developing countries 
because of the stricter migration control in China. It is 
also hard to support a whole family with the low wage 
earned from factory work. Besides, only a low percentage of 
migrants moved with the hope of changing permanently to an 
urban household (4 percent). Perhaps most people already 
knew the fact that it is still impossible to change one's 
household registration only by working and living in the 
cities (Tang and Jenkins 1990). An even smaller percentage 
of migrants left the villages with a job transfer (2 
percent). 
4.3.2 Stated Reasons for Moving to Shunde 
Table 4.12 shows the migrants' reasons for choosing 
Shunde city as the place of destination. A large proportion 
of migrants (50 percent) moved to Shunde city because they 
had acquaintances there. In most studies of rural-urban 
mobility, it was found that the families, relatives, or 
friends usually provided the information about the 
destinations to the potential migrants in the the place of 
origin, and gave assistance to the migrants when they 
arrived at the destinations (e.g. Hugo 1978, Mantra 1978). 
The availability of acquaintances outside the villages 
always influences the migrants‘ choice of destination. 
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The economic motivations also significantly influenced 
the migrants' choice of Shunde as the place of destination. 
Some of the migrants came because work was found there (32 
percent), or they got a job of higher salary (25 percent). 
Fewer of them moved to Shunde for satisfactory work (11 
percent). Of these three reasons r many people would come 
and stay when they found work, although they have wanted a 
higher-paying or more satisfactory job. As many of them had 
formerly worked in the fields and were unexperienced or 
unskilled in factory work, they could not be picky about 
their jobs. Indeed, in light of the low income the farm 
work, they would be better off any job they could get in a 
factory. 
Apart from the employment and income motives, a few of 
them (12 percent) enjoyed the better living environment in 
Shunde, where comparatively more facilities and 
entertainment can be found in the daytime as well as at 
night. The proximity to the place of origin, where the 
migrants' families were, seemed not to have a significant 
influence on the choice of Shunde as the place of 
destination. Only 29 out of 521 migrants considered it as 
one of the reasons why they moved to Shunde city. 
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Table 4.12 
Major Reasons for Moving to Shunde 
Reason Number Percentage 
Having acquaintance in Shunde 259 49.7 
Work found there 165 31.7 
Higher income work found there 129 24.8 
Satisfactory work found there 58 11.1 
Better living environment 63 12 .1 
Close to place of origin 29 5.9 
Others 42 8.1 
Total 745 
Source: Shunde Survey 
4•4 The Decision Making 
4.4.1 Person Making the Decision to Move 
Besides the reasons for the movement, it is also 
important to know who made the migrants' decision to leave 
the village and to move to Shunde. Since the decision-
making process could be very complicated and the decision 
could be made by more than one person, the question in the 
questionnaire was designed to ask who was the main 
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dec is ion-maker in the process. 
The results of this question are presented in Table 
4.13. The responses from the male and female migrant were 
'found to be quite different. Among the males, an 
overwhelming proportion (74 percent) made the decision to 
move by themselves. On the other hand, a few of males 
reported that their relatives (7 percent) and friends (12 
percent) made the decision. Surpr�singly, only 2 out of 146 
migrants' decisions were made by their parents. Since the 
information about opportunities was always provided by 
earlier migrants to the other areas, they could have more 
chance to participate in the migrants' decision making 
process and actually made the decision for the migrants in 
some cases. Furthermore, this may be due to the fact that 
the migrants moved with their relatives and friends instead 
of their parents• 
In the same question, responses from the females were 
quite different from those of the male migrants. As shown 
in the following table, more than a half of the female 
migrants (207 out of 375) made the decision to move by 
themselves. However, nearly one-third of the migrants had 
their decision made by their parents. In Chinese society, 
the status of the females is still low, particularly for 
unmarried young females in rural areas. The girls have 
always been considered a burden to the family and cannot 
contribute much to the farm work for the family. Their 
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parents may want them to work in the cities and towns, 
seeing that they can receive a much higher income from the 
factory work. Compared with that of the males, the 
influences from the relatives (5 percent) and friends (8 
percent) were less significant in the case of female 
migrants. 
Table 4.13 
Person Making the Decision to Move 
Person Male Female 
Number % Number % 
Migrant Himself 108 74.0 207 55.2 
Parents 2 1.4 109 29.1 
Relatives 10 6.8 18 4.8 
Friends 17 11.6 29 7.7 
Others 9 6.2 12 3.2 
Total 146 375 
Source: Shunde Survey 
4.4.2 Decision to Move to Shunde 
More than a half of the migrants (59 percent) stated 
that they had decided to move to Shunde before they moved 
away from the villages. Some of them had friends and 
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relatives in Shunde so that they were quite certain they 
would obtain assistance in finding jobs and accommodation 
in Shunde. With the limited information given, their 
"possible destinations may be confined to places they had 
more information about. 
Table 4.14 
Response to the Question: "Had you already decided to move 
to Shunde when you left the place of origin�� 
Response Number Percentage 
Yes 305 58.5 
No 208 39.9 
Unknown/Uncertain 8 1.5 
Total 521 
Source: Shunde Survey 
On the other hand, 40 percent of the migrants did not 
initially decide to move to Shunde. They may only have 
heard about the employment opportunities in the Pearl River 
Delta from rumours or mass media like newspapers. As they 
did not have a specific destination to move to, they merely 
stayed where �hey could get a work and earn a living. 
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4.5 Information of Opportunities 
As stated in the previous sections, information about 
"the urban life and employment opportunities is important in 
determining whether to move and where to go. However, 
knowledge of the urban areas in the Pearl River Delta 
tended to be limited and inaccurate. Since the migrants 
mainly came from the poor rural areas, the costs and 
difficulties of obtaining information on the cities was 
higher (Connell 1976) . As a result, most of the village 
people tended to rely on information obtained from the 
friends and relatives who had moved away and stayed in an 
urban area. 
In the field survey, a large proportion of migrants 
(55 percent) obtained information about Shunde city from 
their acquaintances who had stayed or were staying there. 
They may provide detailed and reliable information about 
Shunde. The findings were consistent with most of the 
migration studies in developing countries: friends and 
relatives are usually the main sources of information (e.g. 
Connell 1976, Hugo 1978, Chiang 1983) . The other migrants 
acquired the information from the mass media (8 percent) or 
recruitment news (7 percent), which provided the general 
ideas about the opportunities in Shunde or impressions of 
the economic development in the Pearl River Delta. Few of 
them (2 percent) got the knowledge by previous visits to 
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Shunde. About a quarter of respondents had no information 
about life and employment in Shunde when they left the 
villages• They finally stayed in Shunde city just because 
•they found employment there. 
Table 4.15 
Main Sources of Information on Opportunities in Shunde 
Source Number Percentage 
Acquaintances 285 54.7 
Mass Media 44 8.4 
Recruitment 37 7.1 
Visit 11 2.1 
Others 23 4.4 
No Information 121 23.2 
Total 521 
Source: Shunde Survey 
4.6 Conclusion 
The majority of the labour migrants were young, 
female, and unmarried adults. Their average educational 
level was low and most of them had been previously engaged 
in farm work. The first proposition that females 
predominated in the factories in Shunde is confirmed. 
77 
A good proportion of migrants left the village because 
of the lack of upward social mobility. Comparatively 
speaking, fewer migrants moved for employment opportunities 
'and higher income. Most of the migrants selected Shunde as 
the place of destination because they had acquaintances or 
found work there. 
Information about the city was mainly obtained from 
earlier migrants who were staying away from the village. 
Based upon this information, the migrants tended to move 
where they had acquaintances so that the risk of the 
movement could be minimized. The second and the third 
proposition are thus confirmed from the findings. 
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CHAPTER V 
MIGRANTS IN THE SHUNDE CITY 
The survey findings concerning the migrants' 
experience and adjustment process in Shunde are presented 
and discussed in this chapter. The problems encountered by 
the migrants and assistance they received from the 
acquaintances are discussed first. Comparisons are also 
made between their expectations of and their satisfaction 
about the life and income in Shunde. The last section is 
devoted to the analysis of urban-rural links maintained by 
the migrants. 
5.1 Adjustment to the Urban Environment 
The acquaintances in the place of destination not only 
provide information on employment opportunities, but also 
offer help to the new migrants upon their arrival. In the 
study, two thirds of the migrants had some sort of 
acquaintance in Shunde. The presence of family membersf 
friends or relatives is believed to be important in 
providing information on life and employment opportunities 
in Shunde, reducing the uncertainty of movement as well as 
providing initial help (Hugo 1978). Of the types of 
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acquaintances, most were the migrants' friends (27 
percent), although their family members also formed a 
significant proportion. Brothers and sisters comprised 17 
percent, spouses 4 percent and parents 2 percent. As most 
of the acquaintances were earlier labour migrants, they 
were typically young and thus influenced the types of 
acquaintances new arrivals would find in Shunde. A small 
proportion of acquaintances (13 percent) were relatives of 
the migrants. In China, people from the same village are 
usually relatives and have the same surname. 
Table 5.1 
Acquaintance in Shunde 
Acquaintance Number Percentage 
No Acquaintance 181 34.7 
Spouse 22 4.2 
Parents 8 1•5 
Siblings 88 16-9 
Relatives 69 13•2 
Friends 140 26.9 
Others 13 2'5 
Total 5 2 1 
Source: Shunde Survey 
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A third of the migrants stated that they had no 
acquaintances in Shunde before they moved. Acting upon 
limited information, many of them had only the impression 
of the economic prosperity of the Pearl River Delta. They 
remained in Shunde mainly because they got a job there. 
Table 5.2 
Help by Acquaintance in Shunde 
Types Number Percentage 
No Assistance 207 39.8 
Providing Accommodation 27 5.2 
Introducing Accommodation 49 9.4 
Introducing Work 246 47.2 
Money 89 17.1 
Others 9 1.7 
Total 627 
Source: Shunde Survey 
The migrants‘ acquaintances may have had a better 
understanding about work and accommodation in Shunde, since 
they had already lived there for a certain period and 
experienced more or less the same kinds of problems as the 
new arrivals. Hugo (1978) also found that more than half of 
the migrants acquired their first job with the help of 
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their families and friends in the destination. The 
situation is similar in China, because the information 
transmitted through the mass media to the rural areas is 
relatively limited (Luo and Mu et al. 1989). 
Although the Chinese government has relaxed the 
migration controls and rural peasants can move into towns 
and cities to look for jobs, they are considered 
“zilikoulianghu"^7 and will not be provided with any 
institutional help in the place of destination since they 
are not registered as permanent non—agricultural workers. 
Table 5.2 shows the types of assistance received by 
the labour migrants when they arrived at Shunde. Two 
hundred and seven out of the 521 migrants received no 
assistance from any source. However, many of the large 
factories in the Pearl River Delta provide dormitories to 
the labour migrants, and the smaller ones may give housing 
allowance to subsidise the migrants' stay in private 
apartments• This may help to solve one of the main problems 
migrants face while staying in Shunde city. In the field 
surveys r 15 percent of the migrants stated that they 
received help related to accommodation. In addition, nearly 
a half of the migrants (47 percent) got jobs through the 
recommendation or introduction of the acquaintances. Many 
migrants coming from the poor rural areas merely wanted to 
27 The Chinese phrase means the worker who supports his 
own living in the place concerned. The local government and 
organisations do not offer any kind of help to those who do 
not have a local household registration. 
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have a job and did not care much about the salary in the 
first instance. 
The managerial staff of most factories in Shunde 
usually recruited the workers in two ways. First, they 
preferred to depend on introductions by workers and the 
other staff who were working well in the factories. This 
made the presence of friends or relatives within factories 
important in finding jobs. Secondf as some of the owners 
themselves came from somewhere outside of Shunde, they 
tended to return to the natal places to recruit workers. 
Close relatives usually became the managerial staff in the 
factories. As a result, the workers of a factory may mostly 
come from the same areas and may know each other. 
Giving or lending money to the labour migrants was 
also an important type of assistance. Seventeen percent of 
the surveyed migrants reported that they had received or 
borrowed money from their acquaintances in Shunde. Other 
than transportation expenses, many of them did not bring 
much money and had to borrow some money before they 
received any wages, even if they successfully got a job 
immediately after their arrival. Because the transportation 
cost in China is high to the rural people, some migrants 
brought an amount of money just enough for a single trip to 
the Pearl River Delta. They intended to find a job that 
could support them. If they had no acquaintance there and 
were unable to get a job soon after they arrived, they 
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often became vagrant migrants in the Pearl River Delta. As 
reported frequently in the mass media, many rural peasants 
found no job and could not pay the transportation cost to 
return home (Liao and Liao 1990). Or, some may have to earn 
enough money to save face in front of their village people. 
They went out to find jobs in the daytime and slept in the 
street or somewhere public at night. 
Table 5.3 
Problems Encountered When Arriving at Shunde 
Type Number Percentage 
Unfamiliar with the way of life 469 90.0 
Finding Accommodation 356 68.3 
Finding work 241 46.3 
Financial Problem 314 60.3 
Language Problem 224 43.0 
Not accepted by local people 109 20.9 
Others 2 4 4-6 
Total 1824 
Source: Shunde Survey 
Although the migrants may have some kind of assistance 
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upon their arrival, many of them still encountered problems 
in adjusting to the new environment. Ninety percent of 
migrants found the way of life unfamiliar and difficult to 
adapt to. For example, the rhythm of life is much faster in 
the city. The accepted modes of interaction are also 
different from that of the village where people are more 
friendly and are usually familiar with each other. 
In addition, more than a half of the migrants (60 
percent) found it difficult to communicate with the local 
people, most of whom speak Cantonese. However, they usually 
came from other provinces and spoke Putonghua as their 
daily language. The poor communication may hinder the 
acceptance of labour migrants by local people. In 
appearances and dialect, the labour migrants were easily 
differentiated from the local people. Nevertheless f only 
about one—fifth of them (21 percent) complained that they 
were not accepted by the local people. 
Many labour migrants encountered problems related to 
accommodation and employment in Shunde. Although many 
factories provide dormitories, the labour migrants still 
had to find accommodation when they had just arrived and 
had not found employment.28 The situation would be even 
worse for those without assistance from acquaintances in 
Shunde. Sixty—eight problems when they arrived. Since most 
28 Population Research Institute of the Huadong Normal 
University. 1989. Development of Small Cities and Towns in 
Zhejiang. In Development of Small City-Towns and Population 
Migration Along the Coastal Regions in China, ed. Research 
Committee. China Financial and Economic Press. 287-300. 
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of their acquaintances were also labour migrants and stayed 
in dormitories, they may not have been able to offer 
accommodation to the new comers. What they could do was to 
""introduce jobs or other cheap accommodation to the new 
comers. 
Moreover, 43 percent of the migrants had difficulties 
in getting jobs. Many of them did not have acquaintances in 
Shunde and thus had not secured a job in advance before 
they moved. They had to spend sometime getting a job in 
Shunde. In addition, some were dissatisfied with the job 
recommended by the acquaintances and had to find other jobs 
by themselves. As they did not have much money it became 
worrisome to spend a long period to get another job. 
Table 5.4 
Response to the Question: "If you would have known the 
problems in advance, would you still leave the village?" 
Response Number Percentage 
Yes 392 75.2 
No 129 24.8 
Total 5 2 1 
Source: Shunde Survey 
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If the problems encountered would have been known 
before the movement, three quarters of the migrants stated 
that they would still leave the villages and move to Shunde 
'(Table 5.4). Apparently, there were net gains from the 
move, although they may not be totally satisfied with the 
working and living conditions in Shunde. 
5.2 Experiences in Shunde 
In fact, most migrants were satisfied with the salary 
in Shunde (Table 5.5). A good proportion of the labour 
migrants (81 percent) received higher income in Shunde. 
Howeverr relatively less migrants (57 percent) considered 
the job nature of the factory work better than that of the 
village. 
On the other hand, the migrants held different views 
towards the life in Shunde. About a third of the migrants 
(37 percent) found the living conditions worse than that of 
the village. Similarly, family life (for 49 percent) and 
friendship (for 25 percent) got worse after they moved away 
from the village. 
On the contrary, the urban facilities were generally 
welcomed by the migrants, who found the education, medical 
and shopping facilities better in Shunde than in the 
villages. Besides, many migrants (36 percent) thought they 
possessed a higher social status in Shunde. 
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Table 5.5 
Comparison between Life in Shunde and Life in the Village 
Better Same Worse Unknown 
No. % NO. % NO. % NO. % 
Income 421 80.8 73 14.0 5 1.0 22 4.2 
Job nature 298 57.2 126 24.2 60 11.5 37 7.1 
Living 
environment 125 24.0 196 37.6 193 37.0 7 1.3 
Family life 63 12.1 199 38.2 253 48.6 6 1.2 
Friendship 108 20.7 254 48.8 131 25.1 28 5.4 
Education 190 36.5 89 17.1 132 25.3 110 21.1 
Medical service 148 28.4 135 25.9 84 16.1 154 29.6 
Shopping 279 53.6 162 31.1 39 7.5 41 7.9 
Cultural life 231 44.3 118 22.6 66 12.7 106 20.3 
Social Status 186 35.7 122 23.4 68 13.1 145 27.8 
Source: Shunde Survey 
Table 5.6 
Comparison Between Expectation and Reality of Urban Life 
Guangdong Other Provinces All 
Migrants Migrants Migrants 
No. % No. % No. % 
Better 44 17.3 147 55.1 191 36.7 
Same 125 49.2 58 21.7 183 35.1 
Worse 80 31.5 60 22.5 140 26.9 
Unknown 5 2.0 2 0.7 7 1.3 
Total 254 267 521 
Source: Shunde Survey 
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Table 5 • 6 shows the migrants' expectations and the 
reality of life in Shunde. The migrants were asked to 
compare the expectation of life before they moved with the 
reality of life in Shunde. Two thirds of the migrants found 
the life they had experienced satisfactory. Similarly, with 
regard to the income, only a small proportion of migrants 
(17 percent) stated that they received lower than what they 
expected in the villages (Table 5.7). Generally speaking, a 
great majority of the migrants felt satisfied with the life 
and work in Shunde. 
Table 5.7 
Comparison Between Expectation and Actual Income 
Earned by Migrants in Shunde 
Guangdong Other Provinces All 
Migrants Migrants Migrants 
No. % No. % No. % 
Better 116 45.7 171 64.0 287 55.1 
Same 77 30.3 36 13.5 113 21.7 
Worse 38 15.0 41 15.4 79 15.2 
Unknown 23 9.1 19 7.1 42 8.1 
Total 254 267 521 
Source: Shunde Survey 
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5.3 Urban-rural Linkage 
Since most of the labour migrants stayed in Shunde as 
"temporary residents for employment, maintaining contacts 
with the villages served to secure the status for their 
future return (Luo and Mu et al. 1989) . In the Chinese 
culture, it is important to maintain the friendship and 
kinship ties (Chiang 1983) . Of the various forms of urban-
rural links, writing home was common (Table 5.8). Much 
fewer migrants considered telephoning home as the most 
frequent form to keep in contact with their families• The 
contrast is due to the disparity of cost between them. In 
China, the cost of postage is lower than that of the 
telephone, which is a luxury item and is unpopular in the 
rural areas. 
Table 5.8 
Urban-rural Linkage by Migrants 
Way Number Percentage 
No Linkage 16 3.1 
By Visit 63 12.1 
By Post 372 71.4 
By Telephone 46 8.8 
Others 24 4.6 
Total 521 
Source: Shunde Survey 
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Nevertheless, letter writing is in no way as important 
as return visits as a kind of link between the city and the 
villages (Hugo 1978) . Due to the cost and time involved, 
only 12 percent of the migrants regarded return visit as 
the most frequent form of linkage. However, its impacts are 
believed to be most important and thus worth investigation. 
When the migrants returned home, they brought back money 
and gifts from the city. It showed the commitment to 
kinship and friendship ties in the villages• Information 
about the opportunities in the city was also brought back 
by the migrants. Furthermore, those who encountered 
problems in adjustment to the urban environment could have 
the pressure relieved by visiting their families. 
5.3.1 Urban-rural Visits 
More than a half of the migrants had visited the 
village one (30 percent) or two times (22 percent). A third 
of the migrants had several or regular visits to the 
village. However, 15 percent of the migrants (75 out of 
521) had not returned to the village in the previous year 
(Table 5.9). Most of them were recent migrants and had not 
earned enough money or had not had a holiday opportunity to 
return. In fact, the transportation cost in China always 
hindered the migrants from returning home. 
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Table 5.9 
Frequency of Return Visits by Migrants Since Last Year 
Number Percentage 
No visit 75 14.4 
One 158 30.3 
Two 113 21.7 
Several 109 20.9 
Frequent and Regular 66 12•7 
Total 521 
Source: Shunde Survey 
With regard to the reasons for the return visits, 
nearly 90 percent of the migrants returned to the village 
to visit their families or to spend their holidays during 
the festivals. Although about a half of them stated that 
when they return for visit, they could only do so during a 
festival holidays. For instance, the Chinese New Year is 
the most important festival in China. There is a long 
vacation starting well before the New Year Eve. Most of the 




: Reasons for Return Visits by Migrants 
Number Percentage 
Visit and Rest 216 48.4 
Festivals 172 38.7 
Work 40 9.0 
Others 18 4.0 
Total 446 
Source: Shunde Survey 
Table 5.11 
Duration of Visits by Migrants 
Number Percentage 
5 days or less 100 22.4 
6-9 days 152 34.1 
10 days or more 194 43.5 
Total 446 
Source: Shunde Survey 
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As most of the migrants returned one or two times in a 
year, they tended to stay longer to be cost efficient. 44 
percent of the migrants stayed in the village for more than 
10 days (Table 5.11) . A third of them stayed for six to ten 
days, while the smallest proportion (22 percent) returned 
for only five days or less. 
Table 5.12 
Response to the Question: "Did you find that the people in 
the village particularly noticed you when you returned?“ 
Number Percentage 
Yes 271 60.8 
No 175 39.2 
Total 446 
Source: Shunde Survey-
When the migrants returned to the village, a majority 
of them (61 percent) reported that they were noticed by the 
village people, who may want to know the situation of the 
city (Table 5.12). Some migrants (58 percent) stated that 
they were much respected when they returned (Table 5.13). 
Their experiences in the city were admired by the village 
people who may not have lived and worked in the city. Some 
may even express their wishes to follow the migrants to 
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move to the city for work and living. 
Table 5.13 
Response to the Question: 
"Did you find that the people in the village particularly 
respected you when you returned?" 
Number Percentage 
Yes 259 58.1 
No 187 41.9 
Total 446 
Source: Shunde Survey 
5.3.2 Remittance 
Table 5.14 shows whether the migrants had sent money 
back to their family in the previous year. Seventy percent 
of them reported that they had done so. The remittance not 
only improved their families' living conditions but also 
showed respect to the family members in the village. 
Connell et al. (1976)f in a study in Africa, concluded that 
� h e remittances served to demonstrate how successful �he 
migrants had been in the place of destination and only 
those who secured employment sent back remittances. 
Among the migrants who had remitted home, 90 percent 
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sent back 200 dollars or less each time (Table 5.15). The 
frequency of remittance depended on the income of the 
migrants. They may not manage to remit home every month. 
Table 5.14 
Response to the Question: "Have you sent money back to 
your family in the village?" 
Response Number Percentage 
Yes 366 70.2 
No 155 29.8 
Total 521 
Source: Shunde Survey 
Table 5.15 
Amount of Remittance 
Amount (Renminbi) Number Percentage 
Less than 100 148 40.4 
101-200 181 49-5 
More than 200 37 1 0 � 
Total 3 6 6 
Source: Shunde Survey 
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5.3.3 Permanent Residence 
Finally the migrants were asked about their preference 
and expectation of permanent residence in the future. 
Because of the migration controls in China and the 
migrants' commitment to the place of origin, many migrants 
may have to return home after earning enough money. 
Table 5.16 
Preference and Expectation of Permanent Residence 
Destination Preference Expectation 
Number Percentage Number Percentage 
Place of Origin 162 31.1 478 91.7 
Shunde (Towns) 128 ‘ 24.6 20 3.8 
Other Cities 31 6.0 6 1.2 
Big Cities 200 38.4 17 3.3 
Total 521 521 
Source: Shunde Survey 
Although more than two thirds of the migrants 
preferred to stay in the towns of Shunde (25 percent) or in 
the other cities (44 percent), only few of them expected 
that �hey could do so (8 percent) . Under the government 
control, rural peasants still cannot become permanent 
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residents in the cities or towns even though they are 
permitted to be temporary residents for work. As a result, 
92 percent of them expected to be permanent residents in 
the place of origin, although only a third of them 
preferred to do so. 
5.5 Conclusion 
Most of the migrants had some sort of acquaintances in 
Shunde. Although there may be problems in getting work and 
accommodationf adapting to the new environment and so on, 
many of the problems could be solved with the help of the 
migrants' acquaintances. The fourth proposition that most 
of the problems can be solved by � h e friends or relatives 
has been confirmed. 
Three quarters of the migrants stated that they would 
still have moved to Shunde, even if they had known the 
problems in advance. Indeed, most migrants were satisfied 
with the life in Shunde. They enjoyed higher incomes and 
better facilities in the urban environment. 
Most of the migrants maintained links with the 
villages while working in Shunde. Letter writing was 
common. Almost all of them had return visits to the 
village. It was found that return visits served to maintain 
the migrants' status and relieved their stress in working 
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away from home. Information about Shunde was also brought 
back by the migrants. Most of the migrants had also sent 
remittances back to the family members in the villages. The 
findings have confirmed the proposition that the migrants 
keep a strong link with their villages. 
It is also found that most of the migrants expected to 
return to the villages for permanent residence, although 
many of them preferred to stay in Shunde or move to other 
cities. Thus, the last proposition that the migrants expect 




Since 1978, the implementation of the Chinese economic 
reform programmes has changed the industrial and economic 
structures in both the rural and urban areas • The 
agricultural Responsibility System was first introduced in 
1978. Later, the people's communes were dissolved. These 
changes resulted in a greater efficiency in the utilisation 
of the rural labour force and led to a large labour surplus 
in the rural areas. At the same time, the urban reform of 
the enterprise system created a large number of jobs, first 
for urban residents and then the rural labourers. During 
the early 1980s, the rural industrial enterprises in the 
small towns absorbed many peasants who commuted to the 
towns for factory work. Litubulixiang is used to describe 
the situation in which the peasants commute from the farm 
and work in factory without permanently leaving the 
village. In 1984, the Chinese government started to permit 
peasants to move to designated towns or market towns for 
employment but without food rations• The control was 
further relaxed to allow peasants to be temporary residents 
in towns and cities for employment. Again, the migrants had 
to support their living by themselves. As a result, the 
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relaxation of migration control has significantly increased 
the number of rural-urban migrants r especially compared to 
the planned migration in the previous decades. In view of 
the scarcity of migration research on this new trend, this 
study concerns the labour migrants‘ migration process and 
it attempts to contribute to the knowledge of population 
movement in China. 
Shunde city, the destinationf was selected as a case 
study of the labour migration in the Pearl River Delta. 
After a pilot study, field surveys were conducted between 
July and December in 1992 . Five hundred and twenty-one 
migrants were interviewed successfully with a questionnaire 
focusing on the migration process. The core of the research 
questions concerned the migrants‘ background information, 
the decision making processf the adjustment process in the 
destination, and the return visits to the place of origin. 
6.1 Summary of Findings 
The field surveys conducted in Shunde city provide 
answers to the research questions stated in Chapter � � . T h e 
findings are summarised in the following paragraphs. 
The labour migrants moving from the rural areas to 
Shunde were predominately young and females. A large 
proportion were aged 24 or below. The average age of the 
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men was higher than that of the women. As found in the 
other developing countries, young adults are more inclined 
to broaden their experiences and are more adaptive to a new 
environment. The abundant factory vacancies in Shunde have 
absorbed a large amount of young labourers from the rural 
areas. Most migrants were unmarried and had no children or 
only one. The general education level among the migrants 
was low, however it was higher for the male migrants. 
Coming from rural areas t most of them had been previously 
engaged in farm work. Half of the migrants came from 
provinces outside Guangdong and used Putonghua as their 
spoken language. The long distance migrants mainly came 
from the provinces like Guangxi and Hunan. 
Leaving the villages was largely motivated by economic 
reasons. Most migrants were dissatisfied with the low 
income as well as the lack of upward social mobility, 
employment and education opportunities in the villages. 
Howeverf they generally enjoyed the living environment. The 
"rural push" was further accelerated by the "urban pull" to 
Shunde, which again was confined to economic motivations. 
In addition to availability of jobs, the presence of 
acquaintances was one of the main reasons in selecting 
Shunde as the destination to move to. The uncertainty was 
much reduced by the provision of information and assistance 
from acquaintances• 
Regarding who made the decision to move, females, as 
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compared to males, were more likely to rely on their 
parents. The status of females in the family is still lower 
than that of males in China, especially in the rural areas. 
Their movements may be decided for them or may have to be 
approved by parents. 
The information on opportunities outside the villages 
was largely transmitted by acquaintances who were earlier 
migrants to the cities. The information about job 
availability and arrangement of accommodation was 
considered most important in the decision to move or not. 
Furnished with this information, many migrants had already 
decided to move to Shunde before they left the villages. 
A good proportion of acquaintances at the destination 
were earlier migrants, most of whom were siblings, friends 
and relatives from the same village. A few were spouses and 
parents of the new migrants. A third of the migrants had no 
acquaintances in Shunde. 
After their arrival, the migrants had to secure jobs 
and accommodation. About two thirds of the migrants 
obtained help from some kind of acquaintance in Shunde. 
Migrants usually stayed in the dormitories provided by the 
large factories. Others obtained some allowance to stay in 
privately rented rooms near the workplace. Relatively few 
migrants were provided with living places by the 
acquaintances f most of whom were also earlier labour 
migrants staying in the dormitories of their respective 
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workplace. 
Apart from the difficulties in securing work and 
accommodation r many migrants encountered problems in 
Adapting to the urban environment. Nevertheless, the life 
in Shunde was considered to be satisfactory by most 
migrants. Many of them found the work (higher income, job 
nature) and the facilities (education, medical service, 
shopping, cultural life) better in Shunde than in their 
village. Indeed, only a quarter of the migrants stated that 
the life in Shunde was worse than their expectation before 
they moved. 
Most migrants maintained some kind of link to family 
members and friends in their villages• Letter writing was 
the most popular and frequent way to keep in contact. 
However, the migrants' return visits more significantly 
affected the migrants themselves and the people in their 
village. For the migrants, visiting family members and 
friends in their village helped to relieve their stress 
from the working life in Shunde. These visits may also 
maintain their status in the village for their future, 
permanent return. The village people were better off by 
receiving the migrants' gifts and remittances. Information 
on opportunities was also obtained from the migrants. Some 
village people follow them to seek work when they leave for 
the city again. 
Most of the migrants returned to the villages to spend 
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festivals with their family members and friends. Because of 
the high transportation cost and the lack of long holidays, 
they tended to stay longer when they happened to return. 
6.2 Policy Implications 
The Chinese government has long been successful in 
preventing migration from rural to urban areas. After the 
decollectivisation and economic reform in the late 1970s, 
many rural peasants became temporary migrants in towns and 
city and engaged in non-agricultural work. Under the new 
policies made in 1984 and 1985, rural peasants are allowed 
to move in the towns or cities to seek jobs and become 
temporary residents, so long as they are employed. This 
transfer of labour force can be beneficial to both rural 
and urban development and reduce the economic disparity 
between them. Besides, the population movement also helps 
to transmit the information, ideas and money to the rural 
areas. However, as most of the migrants are not eligible 
for social services and security, they still maintain close 
linkage with their village, in case they cannot secure the 
job and household registration in the city. This leads to 
the inefficient utilisation of resources like labour and 
land in the rural areas. 
On the other hand, further relaxation of the migrants‘ 
permanent residence in the urban areas may lead to 
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overurbanisation, which in turn puts heavy burdens on the 
government to provide extra social services and facilities. 
As a result, careful planning should be made to control the 
inflow of migrants and the corresponding development of the 
cities and towns to cope with the changes. Publicity and 
education can be given to the rural peasants to offer them 
a better understanding of working and living conditions in 
the towns and cities in order to eliminate the "blind" 
population movement, which is considered a source of social 
disruption in the cities of the Pearl River Delta. 
In additionf the emergence of temporary residents 
creates a dual class structure in the urban areas. Although 
labour migrants are allowed to stay temporarily in the 
cities f they are not provided with food and other subsidies 
and have to support them themselves completely. For better 
management of the migrants, more care should be given to 
govern the working and living conditions in the workplace. 
Besides, institutional help may alleviate the migrants‘ 
problems in adapting to the urban environment. 
6.3 Directions for Further Research 
In an attempt to further contribute to the knowledge 
of population movements in China, there can be a further 
comparative study of specific groups of labour migrants. A 
study of male and female migrants or a study among the 
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migrants from different provinces is, for example, worth 
particularly detailed investigation. It was found that male 
and female migrants have experienced rather different 
migration decision making processes and adjustment 
processes in the urban environment. On the other hand, 
migrants from provinces like Guangxi, Sichuan, Hunan, Hubei 
and Jiangxi usually speak different dialects and have 
different cultural as well as socioeconomic backgrounds, as 
compared to their counterparts from the Guangdong province. 
Survey designs and sampling methods should be specially 
designed for the sake of comparison. 
Based on the knowledge acquired in this study, further 
research focusing on specific aspects can also be carried 
out. For the migration decision making process, there can 
be studies to see how the migrants conclude a migration 
decision, whether to move, or where to move under the 
influences of the government policies. In a socialist 
society, the influences of the rural and urban sub-control 




Questionnaire (An English Summary) 
I. BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
а. In Shunde 
1. Age 
2. Sex 
3. Place of birth 
4. Type of place of birth 
5. Marital status 
б. No. of children 
7. Occupation 
8. Monthly income 
jb. In the place of origin 
1. Date of arrival at Shunde 
2. Place of origin 
3. Marital status 
4• Education level attained 
5. Occupation 
6. Daily spoken language 
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а. Migration Decision Making 
1. When you were in the place of origin, what did you 
consider as the advantages and disadvantages of life in 
your village? 
2. When you were in the place of origin, what did you 
consider as the advantages and disadvantages of life in the 
city? 
3. Who made the decision to move? 
4. Had you decided to move to Shunde when you left the 
place of origin? 
5. What were the main reasons for you to leave the place of 
origin? 
б. What were the main reasons for you to move to Shunde? 
j b . Process of Migration 
1. Who did you travel with? 
2• Has anyone followed you to come to Shunde? 
3. How much did it cost to travel to Shunde? 
4. How much money did you bring with you when you left the 
place of origin? 
III. INFORMATION OF OPPORTUNITIES 
1. Had you heard about the employment opportunities in 
Shunde before you moved? 
2. where did you obtain the information about Shunde in the 
place of origin? 
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IV. LIFE IN SHUNDE 
a- Adjustment and Assistance 
1- Did you have any acquaintance who had stayed/worked or 
were staying/working in Shunde? 
2• What kinds of initial help did your acquaintances offer 
for your settlement in Shunde? 
3. What kinds of problems have you encountered in adjusting 
to the life in Shunde? 
4. Have the problems been solved? 
5. Provided that you would have known the problems in 
advance, do you think you would still leave the place of 
origin for Shunde? 
b. Satisfaction Level of Life in Shunde 
1• How do you compare the life in the place of origin with 
that in Shunde? (Items for comparisons provided) 
2• How do you compare your previous expectation of life and 
the reality of life in Shunde? 
3. How do you compare your previous expectation of income 
and the reality of income in Shunde? 
V. URBAN-RURAL LINKS 
1. How do you maintain contact with the people in the place 
of origin? 
2. How many times have you visited the place of origin 
since last year? 
3. What were the reasons for the visits? 
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4• What was the normal duration for each visit? 
5. When you returned, did you find that the people in the 
place of origin particularly noticed or respected you? 
VI. CONSIDERATION FOR PERMANENT RESIDENCE 
1. if you may freely choosef where do you prefer to move 
for permanent residence? Why? 
2. in reality, where do you expect to move for permanent 
residence in the future? 
Ill 
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